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Palestinians demonstrate 
for release of prisoners 

NABLUS {AFP) — Some 200 relatives of Palestinians 
imprisoned by Israel demonstrated Wednesday in the 
West Bank town of Nablus demanding their sons* release, 
witnesses said. The relatives, mostly women, marched to 
tbe Nablus headquarters of the Red Cross, many of them 
with their hands chained together, carrying photos of their 
imprisoned relatives, witnesses said. They presented a 
message to the Red Cross asking it to “pressure Israel to 
release Palestinian prisoners. There can be no true peace 
without their freedom.'* Israel holds some 4.000 Pales- 
tinians in prison, including some 880 held in administra- 
tive detention without charge or trial, some for up to five 
years. Israel is due to release Palestinian prisoners under 
interim peace agreements signed with the Palestinians. 
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Butler visit pushed back 
due to scheduling conflict 

UNITED NATIONS l. API — Scheduling problems have 
forced the head of the UN. weapons inspection programme to 
postpone his visit to Iraq, a UN spokesman said Wednesday. 
Richard Butler had planned to leave this weekend tor Bagh- 
dad. But U.N. spokesman Fred Eckhard said the Iraqis asked 
for a delay since senior officials would be attending the Organ- 
isation of Islamic Conferences summit in Tehran. Iran. Mr. 
Eckhard said Mr. Butler now plans to arrive in Baghdad on 
Dec. 13 and return to New York on Dec. 16. Tbe Russians and 
the French hare been urging Me Butler to visit Baghdad as 
sochi as posable to avoid a confrontation between the Iraqis 
and UN. weapons inspectors — a move that could reignite 
the crisis with the United Nations. During the visit, Mr. Butler 
plans to discuss the volatile issue of access to "Sensitive sites." 
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Dignity fundamental to Islam, 
Christianity — Crown Prince 


AMMAN (IT.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san Wednesday opened a 
three-day conference in inter- 
faith dialogue stressing that 
“the right of human beings to 
dignity — to full and equal 
dignity, regardless of differ- 
ence in social, economic or 
political standing — is one 
question on which Islam and 
Christianity are in total agree- 
ment." 

“The basis for the concept 
of human dignity is tbe same 
in both religions: the concern 
of God for mankind which, in 
corollary, enjoins tbe loving 
concern of people for the full 
good of one another, and of 
humanity ar large." said tbe 
Crown Prince in his address 
to tbe meeting organised by 
the Royal Academy for 
Islamic Civilisation Research 
(A1 al Bait Foundation) in 
conjunction with the Pontifi- 
cal Council for Inter-religious 
Dialogue (the Vatican). 

“We do not assemble to 
speak ai each other, we 
assemble in the spirit of con- 
science to speak to each other 
to identify what aspects of 
tradition are relevant to each 
other while retaining our par- 
ticular identity,’' tbe Prince 
said. 

Prince Hassan called on the 
delegates to the meeting “to 
be courageous in looking 
-afresh at each other’s . text 
heritage and history to devel- 
op a framework for disagree- 
ment. If we claim to be living 
at the end of this millennium 
and the beginning of the new 
century, let us develop a 
respectful framework for dis- 
agreement to accept responsi- 
bility for words and for 
actions at all levels and to 
recognise the political and 
economic dimensions of 
inter-faith dialogue. 

With reference to Islamic 
alms and tbe need for Islamic 
countries’ cooperation in pro- 
viding aid to the poor, the 
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Prince said: “I would like to 
emphasise the importance of 
alms. I depart shortly for 
Tehran for the Islamic sum- 
mit and it is there that I hope 
that we can emphasise once 
again the importance of an 
international Islamic alms- 
Zakal Foundation.” 

“It is crucially important 
that Muslims as with Chris- 
tians. are seen to be offering 
charity and to be doing good 
work in difficult times.” 

May I just point out that in 
view of tbe fact that the com- 
ing year, 1998. will mark the 
50th anniversary of die Uni- 
versal Declaration of Human 
Rights, it seems fitting that 
the international community 
should devote part of its work 
to promoting a wider and a 
more specific humanitarian 
ethic. 

“The re-introduction of the 
New International Humani- 
tarian Order may also give a 
boost to southern contribu- 
tions to a reformulated 
humanitarian law. Over the 
years 1 have been led to the 


realisation that all laws that 
govern refugees and situa- 
tions of human displacement 
are generally concessions of 
the law of war. There is no 
law of peace. It is indeed 
ironic that in comparison to 
the fair carefully prepared 
Geneva Conventions, very 
little international legislation 
exists to contextualise peace 
making or peace building 
processes.” 

Referring to an Internation- 
al Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC ) meeting in Jor- 
dan in 1981 the Prince said 
that he had the opportunity of 
addressing the delegates on 
the fact drat "everything to do 
with refugees and situations 
of human suffering in law is 
generally a concession from 
the law's of war. But, there is 
no law of peace.” 

“As many of you are 
undoubtedly aw'are, in 1981. at 
the initiative of this small 
country the UN. General 
Assembly Resolution 36136 
called for the promotion of a 
New Humanitarian Order. I 
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would like to say that the 
work of this commission of 
20 nationalities working as a 
lobby for the powerless, the 
NGOs should not become the 
powerless lobby for the pow- 
erless and I would like to 
entreat you once again to bear 
in mind how much alike are 
the Muslim and Christian 
equations between the cause 
of the feeble and oppressed 
among people and the cause 
of God." 

“We have come to know 
each other. Please feel free to 
continue to build on this com- 
mon achievement in these 
very difficult days in which 
we live together in the Mid- 
dle East.” 

Referring to prospects of a 
visit to the region by His 
Holiness the Pope, Crown 
Prince Hassan said: “Many 
of us enthuse at the sugges- 
tion that the Holy Father may 
consider a visit before the end 
of the millennium. If that 
materialises or even if it does 
noL I do hope that we can 
emphasise the links and ties, 
the like mindedness that we 
have developed at least in the 
service of common good and 
of human dignity 

The head of die Pontifical 
Council for Inter-religious 
Dialogue Msgr. Francis 
Arena delivered an address 
in which he stressed tha: the 
shared and similar ideas 
between the two faiths with 
regards to human dignity, 
rights, and duties can pave 
the way for a better under- 
standing and closer coopera- 
tion between Muslims and 
Christians. 

He said that the importance 
of this dialogue lies in the fact 
that it offers representatives 
of the two sides an opportuni- 
ty to share and experience 
principles and stands that join 
the two faiths in the question 
of human dignity'. 


Monarch inspects renovations of 
Royal Palace donated to orphans, 
officially opens ‘Dar Al Bir’ 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Nine months 
after His Majesty King 
Hussein's visit to Al Hus- 
sein Welfare Institution and 
the revelation of the sub- 
standard situation in which 
the orphans were living, the 
renovations of Al 
Hashemiyeh Palace were 
completed and it was offi- 
cially opened Wednesday 
by King Hussein in a cele- 
bration that included all the 
children in the orphanage. 

Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor 
attended the ceremony, as 
well as members of the 
Royal family and represen- 
tatives of charitable associ- 
ations and donors from the 
private sector. 

The King inspected the 
renovations of the new 
orphanage, which is now- 
named Dar Al Bir. met the 
children and their nannies, 
and attended a ceremony in 
which HRH Princess Zein, 
the patron of the orphan- 
age, delivered a speech. 

She said the opening cer- 
emony was another event 
marking the King's birth- 
day and pledged to contin- 
ue her work and en.-.-e the 
best opportunities all 
the children. 

She expressed : itude 

to King Hussein tor his 
humane gesture and said “I 
hope that God will give me 
the strength to be the best 
father, mother, and friend 
to these children as you 
were to me.” 

Nadia Zaza, the director 
of the orphanage, and two 
senior doctors who had 
supervised treatment of the 
children in the past months 
also thanked the King. 



His Majesty King Hussein surrounded by the orphaned children, who now live in Dar 
Al Bir (Al Hashemiyeh Palace), the home of the King before he donated it to Jordan's 
orphans after he discovered the inhumane conditions in which they were living (photo 
by Yousef 'Allan) 


EJiana Swies. one of the 
doctors, described the 
King’s gesture as “a fairy 
tale of a king w'ho gives his 
home to the needy children 
of the land, only this one is 
for real." 

Several of the children 
performed dances and sang 
for the audience. At the end 
of the ceremony, the happy 
cries and applause of the 
children could be heard in 
response to a magnificent 
and colourful fireworks 
display. 

The King, upon inspect- 
ing the previous facilities 
in February, was saddened 
by the state of orphaned 
children in the country and 
the lack of care they suf- 
fered. 


After the King's visit, the 
institution was put under 
the supervision of the 
Royal court and witnessed 
drastic changes, according 
to Rania Khasawneh. the 
director of the institute. 

In a letter addressed to 
former prime minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti. the 
King ordered that Al 
Hashemiyeh Palace be 
“rumed into a home for the 
innocent children, who 
should be able to move 
there as soon as possible.” 

Dar AJ Bir. which is 
home for 210 children, has 
several new faculties to 
make the children's lives 
easier and safer, including 
a fully-equipped medical 
clinic operated by private 


specialists and a private 
ambulance. Ms. Zaza 
explained. 

Future programmes for 
the children will include a 
sector for sifted children to 
expand their talents, pass- 
ports and identification for 
all the children, and the 
chance to obtain college 
degrees. Ms. Zaza said. 

The institution is operat- 
ed by 65 scaff members, 
including nannies, inspec- 
tors, cooks, nutritionists, 
and administrators, she 
added. 

The new institution now 
provides the children with 
a real home and a sense of 
family that was previously 
absent, Ms Khasawneh 
said. 


Russian envoy calls for breakthrough in talks 
between PNA, Israel before end of this year 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Russian 
president's special envoy 
io the Middle East, Viktor 
Posuvalyuk, said that the 
Palestinians and Israelis 
should reach a break- 
through in peace talks 
before the end of this year. 

Mr. Posuvalyuk. who 
met with Prime Minister 
Abdul Salara Majali and 
briefed him on his talks 
with Palestinian and 
Israeli officials, said that 
his country will continue 
its efforts to resume talks 
between Israel and .Arab 
states. 

A Jordanian official who 
jttended the Russian 
envoy's meeting with Dr. 
Majali quoted Mr. Posuva- 
1\ uk as telling the premier 
ihut "Russia believes that 
the door between the 
Palestinians and Israelis is 
closed. However there are 
windows from which we 
can enter to overcome the 
deadlock between the two 
sides.” 

“The Russian envoy said 
i hat a solution to the prob- 
lem should be found 
before the fold of the new 
year. It is not only a Russ- 
ian demand but an Ameri- 
can and European require- 
ment as well.” the Jordan- 
ian official, who asked not 
to be named, quoted Mr. 
Posuvalyuk as saying. 

"We believe that the two 
\ides are committed to 
peace but the problem is 
;hu! each 'iidc has their 


own conditions and 
demands.” Mr. Posuva- 
lyuk was quoted as telling 
the premier. 

Mr. Posuvalyuk, who 
arrived here from Israel, 
was expected to meet with 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan on Thursday. 

Last month, Russian 
Foreign Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov visited the 
region and expressed his 
country’s disappointment 
over the lack of progress 
on the Palestinian-Ismeli 
track. 

Following the visit. 
President Yeltsin named 
Mr. Posuvalyuk, a veteran 
Russian expen in Middle 
East affairs, as his special 
envoy to the region. 

The Jordanian official 
told the Jordan Times that 
Dr. Majali urged Mr. 
Posuvalyuk to continue 
efforts to reach a rap- 
prochement between the 
Israelis and the Palestini- 
ans. 

"Dr. Majali also 
expressed Jordan’s appre- 
ciation of the Russian role 
that prevented a disaster in 
the region,” said the offi- 
cial who was referring to 
Russia’s role in defusing 
the tension between Iraq 
and the U.N. 

During his meeting with 
Dr. Majali, Mr. Posuva- 
lyuk said that his country 
hopes to see Iraq fully 
cooperate with U.N. Spe- 
cial Commission experts, 
who oversee Baghdad’s 
elimination uf ntaw 


destruction weapons. 

"The Russians believe 
thar the crisis between 
Iraq and the U.S. is over 
and they rule out a mili- 
tary confrontation 


between the two sides." 
Mr. Posuvalyuk was quot- 
ed as saying. 

“But at the same time. 
Mr. Posuvah'uk was not 
optimistic that sanctions 


against Iraq could be lifted 
in the near future." the Jor- 
danian official said, fol- 
lowing the meeting of Dr. 
Majali and Mr. Posuva- 
lyuk . 
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Over 280 die in latest Algerian violence — papers 



PARIS (R) — More than 
2 SO Algerians, mostly sus- 
pected Islamist rebels, have 
been killed in clashes and 
attacks in the past few days 
in four areas of Algeria, 
national newspapers said on 
Wednesday. 

Among the dead were four 
members of one family, 
including a seven-year-old 
boy. who had their throats 
cut on Tuesday when gun- 
men stormed their home 
south of the Algerian capital. 

Le Matin newspaper, 
widely known for its staunch 
support for the government 
security forces, said 250 
rebels died in the past few 
days in clashes between 
main guerrilla rivals, the 
Islamic Salvation Apny 
(AIS) and the Armed Islamic 
Group (GIA). 


It said the battles pining 
members of the AIS against 
the GIA look place in the 
Mitidja farming area, south 
of Algiers. 

They followed the AIS 
declaration of an Oct. 1 
ceasefire in operations 
against Algerian security 
forces, which the GIA dis- 
missed as sell-out of the 
Islamist struggle. 

Le Matin did not say what 
brought such a number of 
rival rebels to this area, 
known as stronghold of 
GIA, and there was no inde- 
pendent confirmation. 

The AIS and GIA carved 
out their strongholds around 
the origins of their founders. 
The GIA overwhelms rivals 
in Algiers and other central 
areas as well as in most 
western provinces. 


The AIS is mostly based in 
northern and eastern 
provinces. 

Meanwhile, troops contin- 
ued their ninth day of a siege 
of more than 100 rebels 
entrenched in a camp at the 
intersection of two moun- 
tains near Larbaa. 25 kilo- 
metres south of Algiers, the 
newspapers said. 

Liberie said the troops, 
backed by air force com- 
mandos. tightened their 
encirclement of the camp it 
called a “strategic base” for 
the GIA. 

Helicopter gunships inten- 
sified the bombardment of 
the base, it said adding that 
troops were unable to storm 
it because of the rugged ter- 
rain and mines planted by 
the rebels. 

Liberie and A1 Khabar said 


on Tuesday that troops had 
so far killed 70 rebels and 
had another UK) trapped. 

in Djelfa province. 240 km 
south of Algiers, troups 
killed 23 rebels on Tuesday 
shortly after the rebels had 
massacred an unspecified 
number of villagers, said Le 
Matin. 

In Medea, 70 kilometres 
south of Algiers gunmen cut 
the throats of the four mem- 
bers of a family, including a 
boy aged seven, and his 70- 
year-old grandfather. Libertc 
and La Tribune said. 

A bomb explosion killed 
three people on Tuesday in 
Ouled Aissa Area. 40 kilo- 
metres east of Algiers, said 
Libertc. adding that three 
gunmen shot dead a trader in 
a daylight attack early on 
Tuesday in downtown of 


Constantine, the main city in 
eastern Algeria. 

Algerian newspapers said 
suspected Islamist guerrillas 
have stepped up attacks in 
villagers and some cities to 
try to loosen the military grip 
on besieged comrades in the 
Mitidja. 

More than 200 civilians 
have been killed in attacks, 
mostly in Mitidja and south 
of Oran, since the Oct. 23 
local elect ioas in parallel to 
the killing of 1 SO gunmen by 
security forces, according to 
toil gathered from Algerian 
reports. 

More than 65.000 people 
have died in Algeria’s vio- 
lence since early 1 992 when 
the authorities cancelled a 
general election in which 
Islamists had taken a huge 
lead. 


Qatari emir travels to Riyadh, hopes to meet Mubarak 


RIYADH (AFP) — Qatar’s 
emir. Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Khalifa Thani, arrived in 
the Saudi capital on 
Wednesday hoping to meet 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak to reconcile their 
two countries. 

The emir was welcomed 
at the airport by King Fabd 
and Crown Prince A Mullah 
Ben Abdul Aziz, witnesses 
said. 


“I am travelling to Saudi 
Arabia to meet my brothers 
King Fahd and President 
Hosni Mubarak so as to set- 
tle any misunderstanding,” 
Sheikh Hamad said on bis 
departure from Doha, quot- 
ed by the official news 
agency QNA. 

He voiced “regrets for 
what has happened" 
between Qatar and Egypr. 
while thanking the Saudi 


king and its Prince Abdul- 
lah for their mediation 
efforts. 

Arab diplomats said Pres- 
ident Mubarak was also due 
in Riyadh later on Wednes- 
day, as part of the Saudi 
effort to reconcile Doha and 
Cairo. 

Ties between the two 
Arab capitals have deterio- 
rated since Cairo’s boycott 
of the Middle East econom- 


ic conference in Doha last 
month because of the par- 
dcipation of Israel. 

And Qatar’s Foreign Min- 
ister Hamad Ben Jassem 
Ben Jaber Thani has drawn 
flak from Egypt since he 
accused it of backing a 
failed coup attempt in Doha 
in 1 996. a charge denied by 
Cairo. 

The foreign minister trav- 
elled to Rivadh with the 


emir. 

Egypt’s Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa visited Riyadh 
on Tuesday for talks with 
Prince Abdullah, shortly 
after a Saudi minister of 
state delivered a message to 
President Mubarak. 

The official. Abdul Aziz 
Ben Abdullah Khowcitcr. 
called for Egypt and Qatar 
to settle their dispute. 
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Roman Catholic bishop accuses 
Israel Radio of discrimination 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A 
senior Roman Catholic 
clergyman said Wednesday 
that Israel’s state-owned 
radio discriminated against 
the Christian minority 
because it cut a religious 
affairs programme. 

In September 1996. the 
monthly one-hour pro- 
gramme by the Roman 
Catholic church on Israel 
Radio’s Arabic service was 
cancelled, said Bishop 
Giacintio-Boulos Marcuz- 
zo. a representative of the 
Latin patriarch in 
Jerusalem. 

Other Christian denomi- 
nations were given less air 
time, the bishop told the 
Associated Press. 


The head of Israel 
Radio's Arabic Service. 
Edmund Schayek. said the 
cuts are due to budgetary 
pressures and that religious 
programmes for Israel’s 
Muslim minority, which is 
much larger than the Chris- 
tian community, have also 
been cut for the same rea- 
son. 

Bishop Marcuzzo said 
programmes for the Mus- 
lims have not been cut. "I 
am happy for our Muslim 
brothers." he said, "hut this 
is a clear case of religious 
discrimination." 

Mr. Schayek said Israel 
Radio still broadcasts ser- 
vices on the main Christian 
festivals, but “the Chris- 


tians are a tiny minority 
compared with the Mus- 
lims. and there are so many 
different [Christian I 

denominations that it’s 
impossible to plea.se them 
all." 

Some 872,000 Muslims 
and 1 90.000 Christians li ve- 
in Israel, which has a total 
population of 5.S million. 
Muslims make up 14.9 per 
cent of the population and 
the Christians 3.2 per cent. 

Bishop Marcuzzo wrote 
to Prime Minister 
Bcnyumin Netanyahu ask- 
ing for his intervention. If 
there is no improvement in 
the situation, the bishop 
said he intends to appeal to 
the Vatican. 



REMEMBERING FALLEN TOURISTS: Egyptian tour guides release doves 
a gathering outside the Hatchepsut Temple Wednesday in memory of the \ 
tims slain in a massacre on Nov. 17. Some 1,000 Egyptian tour guides gatl' 
the site of the massacre to mourn one of their slained colleague (.AFP phot 
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'UNSCOM members 
should travel by land' 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
should not allow U.N. 
arms inspectors to fly in 
and out of the country but 
force them to take the long 
overland route to Jordan, 
an official daily said 
Wednesday. 

The U.N. Special Com- 
mission (UNSCOM) in 
charge of disarming Iraq, 
“starting with [its chair- 
man] Richard Butler, do 
not deserve this advantage 
when Iraqis arc being 
unjustly deprived," said Al 
Thawra. organ of the rul- 
ing Baath Party. 

“Iraq belongs to us. as 
well as its airports, and it 
is our right to say to these 
people: Try a taste of the 
suffering which Iraqis 
have to endure on the road 
from Baghdad to 
Amman," it said. 

The arms inspectors 


travel by plane to and from 
a logistics centre in 
Bahrain. They use an air- 
port at Hahhaniya. west of 
Baghdad. 

Since the U.N. sanctions 
slapped on Iraq for its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
the national carrier has 
been grounded and Iraqis 
have hud to travel across 
the desert for 12-14 hours 
to reach Amman, their sole 
link to the outside world. 

Mr. Butler is expected in 
Iraq at the end of the week 
for talks on access to “sen- 
sitive" sites such as presi- 
dential palaces. 

An oil embargo in force 
for the last seven years 
cannot be lifted until 
UNSCOM certifies that it 
has eliminated Iraq’s 
capacity to build weapons 
of mass destruction. 


Right-wing Knesset members sign appeal to save peace process 


TEL AVIV t AFP) — Eigh- 
teen members of parliament 
from Israel’s ruling right- 
wing coalition issued an 
appeal Wednesday to 
“revive the peace process’* 
and carry out a new troop 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank. 

Seeking to counter the 


far-right nationalist taction 
in government. the IS said 
they would hack a condi- 
tional proposal by Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu to transfer more 
land to Palestinian rule. 

The Knesset initiative 
was launched by Roman 
Bronfman of the Russian 


immigrant party Israel 
B' Aliya and includes pri- 
marily deputies from his 
group and two other moder- 
ate factions in p.irliojnem 
— Foreign Minister David 
Levy’s Geshcr Pany and 
the Third Way of Internal 
Security Minister Avjgdor 
Kahalani. 


But two members n f Mr. 
Netanyahu’s nationalist 
Likud blue also signed the 
appeal, including the party 
whip Mcir Shecrrit. 

The IX issued their appeal 
to counter threats by a 
"Greater Israel Front" of 
nationalist deputies who 
have pledged In topple the 


government if it carries out 
any further troop with- 
drawals from Palestinian 
areas. 

The trim! claims to have 
the support of more than 10 
deputies, enough to erase 
Mr. Netanyahu's six-scat 
majority in the 120-mem- 
ber Knesset. 



Women! 
fined an 
whipped 
for protest fc 
in Sudan 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — A 
Khartoum coun has fined 37. 
Sudanese women for staging 
an illegal protest over com- 
pulsory military service for 
students, as well as fining 
their lawyer, a goveniib&H 
newspaper reported Wednes- 
day. 

the court late Monday 
fined the women $6 each and; 
had 12 of them whipped, 
while the defence lawyer was 
fined S300. the Al An&aa 
daily said. *». ' 

The report was the fist 
olficiul reference to a demon- 
stration in which over 70 
women, according to wit- 
nesses. marched towards die 
U.N. Khartoum offices id 
lodge their protest against the 
sending last September of * 
number of high school 
dents to the war front against 
rebels in south Sudan. 

They were blockedljy w*: 
police who arrested 3" 
women and look them to the 
public order tribunal late 
Monday night and gave 1 2 of 
them 10 lashes each, in addi- 
tion to the S6 fine. According 
to the official daily,, tbe tri- 
bunal found the women 
guilty of “instigating riot” 
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21:10 Oprah Winfrey Show 

22:00 News in English 

2230 JreatureRlm 


PRAYER TIMES 


6UI9D. 


04-53 


11:26 


io-n 



17:58 



WEATHER 


CHURCHES 


23:59 Music Show 


Friday Programmes 

14:10 The Adv entures of Teddy 

Ruxpin 

l4J0The New Fred and Barney 
Show 

15:00 ..Wishbone 

15:30 ........... Lucky Luke 

16:00 Family blatters 

16:20 Doc. — Natural Wonders 
of Europe 

17:00 -French Programmes 

19J0 News Headlines 

19:35 Dnc. — Lift? on ihe Internet 
20:00 Comedy — Are You 
Being Served 

20 JO — Brisco County 

21:10 -Dnc. — Horizon 

22:00 _.-..News in English 

2230 Mini-series 


23:15 ...... Feature Film 


Sl Man of Nazareth Church 
Swrifieh,Tc1. 810740 
Assemblies oT God Church Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la SaDe Church Tel. 66 1 757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652326. 
Armenian CathoGc Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church Td. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S2432S. 

German-speaking Evangefical 
Congregation Tel. 6884LW 
The Latter-Day Samis Td. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 811295 
Engiish-speakmg 
Latin Catholics Parish Td. 


Bulldir, ticpplitd by iht Pi’purt- 
merj \fvttomtogv 
Temperatures are expected to 
nsc slightly. skies partly 
cloudy, and winds westerly 
mixlenue. In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 
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Dr. ZubourAIQadl .. 

...906606 

KhafiTch pharmacy .... 

...985417 


815615 

Hrrtric Power Company 

6363X1 

RJ Flight Information OH- 

5J2UO 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport OK- 
533*1 


EMERGENCIES 


HOSPITALS 


Amman — .08/18 

Aqaba 12/26 

Deserts 04/19 

Jordan Valley 13/25 


Yesterday \ high temperatures: 
Amman !6. Aqaba 24 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 2fi per 
cent. Aqaba 46 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS/ 


NIGHT DlTY 
AMMAN: 

De MasmNhal *830435 

Dr. Farce Dabbtf 759155 

Dc ttanZBf0nd JWIJH 

Dr. FafcbcrMbctf —.3522233 

Fir* pharmacy _....6h1912 

Fenfcros pharmacy 778336 

A! Arana pharmacy- 
Nairoukh pharmacy ... .623672 

Al Sabro pharmacy 636*30 

Yacoubpbansacy 644 l *45 

Shmebam pharmacy ....63766/1 


Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 

661111 

Chit Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civfl Defence Emergency ...199 
Rescue Police 192. ASH II. 
637777 

Fin Brigade h! 7 101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police £43402 

Traffic PoBcc 8%3W 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hold Complaints JO5500 

Price Cianplahits -..66117b 

Water Had Sewerage Com- 
plaints ... _ S97J67 

Amman Municipality Com- 

p kirns 787 1 H 

Telephone information (direc- 
tory assist*™*) 121 

Otrrcew Calk OH 1230 

Central Annum Telephone 

Repairs .623101 

Ahdafa* Telephone Repairs 

-WiliOl 

Jordan TdrvMon 773! 1 1 

Rat&o Jordm . 774111 

Water Authority 6NMHW 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
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Basina Hospital 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
I02i27 nv 75 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 

AQABA: 

(02)247100 

Princess 

Hava Hospital 


103)3141 1 1 


17:211 MosCtmtRjj 

17:20 — Moscow rRj) 

(8:05 Kuwait »RJj 

18:05 Athens i RJ) 

18:55 Bangkok. Cifcutu iRJt 

20:15 ..Ahubhahj.AI'AimRJi 

2^50 — LanuciiRJi 

06:00 - — Jeddah (add hRJ I 


Meiflral Centre 

.RUH1.V32 

KhaDdi Maternity . ..6442SI/6 
AkUeh Maternity. .,..642441/2 
JaM Amman Matcmiiv 
642362 

MaHuts. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine,, S hm ei ra ni 611707 1 
Sfcmcimrf Hospital . ..WIJI 

University Hospital K45K45 

Al-Moflgher Hospital 

...» .. (-67227N 

The bbmku Abdali frfrfi 1 26/37 

AFAhfi, Abdali (rf» 4 1 1«4 ft\ 

Italian. ALMuhaJrevn 

777101/3 

AFBkshfr. 775111/26 

Army, Marka 891611/1.5 

Queen Alfa Hospital 

~.~..tt»224ty.5o 

Aral Hospital ... .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgrry . K65l‘« 
ZARQA; 

Zarqa GtrvL Hospital 

(WjW33^t 

Zarqz Natfaml Hospital 

uniwnMi 

ftnSma Hospital (lWi9H673: 
Al KSoua Modern Hosphal 

iiwwmy.Wf) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This inlnrmuiion is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) inhirnta- 
ihhi ilcpuitnicni at the Queen 
Alia International Atrpun Td. 
1 08)53200 where it should 
always he veriftd. 

Inlormatiiifi j»n other (lights are 
supplied on phone 08 152700) nr 
08(53250). 


Other Flights 

13:15 Rtyadli ijsVi 

MrtO ShanqalnAHi 

l5; °0 Di'h.1 iQR) 

Muscu. Doha iCiF) 

16:00 Dubai i EK) 

*6^° -Rome iAZi 

— Tel Aviv (MS) 

2°*-4° - Cairo .MS) 

IslonhnliTK) 

23 : 3 © Lomlnn. Bonn (BA) 

23J5 lor.incatO") 


12:00 ...Abu Dhabi. ATAiff (RJ) \ 
12:00 AbuDhabi.AlVMnOUJ! 

>2:05 — KuwaxliRJ)) 

13=10 j^aw(RJ)j 

12:15 Xoadrit (Rl) j 

12:20 

19=35 JjEwcafRTtj 

20:10 .Own (RJ) 

20:30 J*Mt(Rfi| 

21:00 ..JtiittilRftj 

23:59 Kuab Lumpun i 

01d» redda&tfaflflUri 


ilVKai — Prime 
-w Ahdul Sal ant 
congrul- 

4 VnaiiT 2c t J Ritai 
6'jppt»i nt mcm a* 
:fcri1 "I the L’pper 
0,1 P-'tluineiit. 

•' ' |v » Parlia- 

• ( L ' r ai».j \| r 

the impr.r- 

,,,f| hfr -iren^then- 
-■■"Piraiinn and Li.iordi- 

Hie e\ec U . 

1|J k?i'l.i T |\c hratK'h- 

T'^nun. M r . Riljj 
” h,, l v 'hat rel.uii 


>ns 


feeling 

fPalesti 

MliiHl-i, 


bOper 


miar 


Lar * 'langti 

7?« Wl 




- -' Tr. 


un ,k. "wninp 




"tadlim r n- 

vv,|| tt ^tng 

r^CheN u 

. fttn-SH -' r ~ 
"'"■inf..,; L ' rru uenuii 

■"'"j'iSl mem 


*f 


*'£Zt** .on 

>C:! u rin X 


> lo 
4-1 fae,,,. .^ad , h ^ 

H 




ee 


ARRIVALS 


Rnynl Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

075 15 Sanaa (RJ) 

— Bitnthay |RJ) 

Dluhran. Riyadh (RJ) 

l* 9 *- 10 New Delhi (RJ t 

MiKcat. Dubai (RJ) 

,W>5 Barut(RJ) 

1® ; 1® Doha. Baltrain (RJ) 

10:15 - Colombo (RJ) 

15:00 . New Yirii. AmsicnJam ( RJ) 

16:25 1 -nihJon (RJ) 


Roy al Wings (RVV) 

(For Thursday and Friday ) 

07:45 /\qahj(R\V) 

09:05 Amman rQAIAitRW) 
09:50 Amman tMxka Airpi«i 
(RW» 

17:20 Tel Av tv i RW) 

Ufc30 Amman (Q.A!A)(RW») 

31=30 AqaKi |RW| 

2t50 Amman tMada Airport) 
IRW) 
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Home News 


Queen attends fund-raising event 
for new rehabilitation centre 



AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor 
Wednesday attended a 
fundraising dinner, organ- 
ised by the Jordanian Psy- 
chiatric Rehabilitation 
Society, at Al Hussein 
Sports City to finance the 
^sablishment of a psychi- 
atric and drug dependence 
rehabilitation centre in 
Na’our, according to a 
press release Wednesday. 

: The centre will offer ther- 
apy and rehabilitation pro- 
grammes and vocational 
$nd occupational training 
as well as research, coun- 
selling, and education for 
patients, their families, and 
ijhe genera] public. The cen- 
tre's programmes will also 


include "peer support," 
which will enable recover- 
ing patients to help others 
suffering from addictions, 
as well as "open employ- 
ment" to increase employ- 
ment opportunities for 
rehabilitated patients, the 
statement continued. 

Psychiatric services in 
Jordan are provided by four 
sectors: the government 

(through the National Cen- 
tre for Mental Health. Al 
Karama Hospital, the 
Forensic Hospital, and out- 
patient clinics), the army, 
the private sector (one 200- 
bed psychiatric hospital 
and 20 clinics), and the Jor- 
danian Psychiatric Rehabil- 
itation Society (JPRS), 


according to the statement, 
JPRS, which was estab- 
lished in 1989, is a non- 
governmental organisation 
affiliated with the Ministry 
of Social Development. It 
is the only organisation that 
enables individuals suffer- 
ing from psychiatric disor- 
ders or drug-dependence 
problems to return and 
function as productive 
members of their commu- 
nity. the announcement 
read. 

Queen Noor was received 
by JPRS President Haifa 
Bashir, members of the 
JPRS executive committee, 
and the deputy of the Min- 
ister of Social Develop- 
ment Tawfiq Kreishan. 
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^ President of the Upper House of Parliament Zeid Rifai Wednesday meets with Iran- 
ian ambassador Mohammad Ali Subhani (Petra photo) 

Prime minister, foreign officials 
congratulate Parliament speakers 
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r' ?r _ AMMAN (Peflra) — Prime 
t..,J Munster Abdul . Salara 
- : Majali Wednesday congrat- 
ulated Senator Zeid Rifai 
I on his reappointment as 
, J. President of the Upper 
House of Parliament. 

] During a visit to Parlia- 
raent. Dr. Majali and Mr. 
” Rifai discussed the impor- 
tance of further snengthen- 
mg cooperation and coordi- 
- nation between the execu- 
, tree and legislative branch- 
es of government. Mr. Rifai 
voiced hope that relations 


between the Upper House 
and government will be at 
their best in various fields. 

Also Wednesday. Dr. 
Majali congratulated 
Deputy Sa’d Hayel Srour 
on his election as Speaker 
of the Lower House for the 
fourth consecutive term. 
Dr. Majali and Mr. Srour 
reviewed the general situa- 
tion and underlined the 
need to enhance coopera- 
tion between the two 
branches of government. 

Mr. Rifai also received 


congratulations from Iraqi 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Nouri Wais. Iranian ambas- 
sador Mohammad Ali Sub- 
hani. Syrian charge d'af- 
faires Wahib Jabr. and 
Speaker of the Palestinian 
National Council Adib Za - 
noun. who all called at Mr. 
Rifai s office. 

The four envoys dis- 
cussed means of enhancing 
cooperation between Jor- 
dan and their respective 
countries for the best inter- 
est of their peoples. 


b: , Meeting opens to examine conditions 
of Palestinian refugees in Jordan 
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. By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special lo die Jordan Tunes 



It 


AMMAN — A meeting 
focusing on the conditions of 
the Palestinian refugees in 
Jordan convened Wednesday 
ui Aqaba. 

This meeting is part of the 
multilateral refugee-working 
group and will focus on a 
study conducted by the Nor- 
wegian non-governmental 
oq>anisation Fafo in coopera- 
tion with the Department of 
Statistics in Jordan. 

The multilateral on 
refugees is the only one of the 
five that has not been stagnat- 
ed by the stalemate in the 
peace process, according to 
£ Marwan Dudin. head the 
j,- Jordanian team in the refugee 
nailnlarerals. He added that 
plenaries where in-depth and 
sensitive debales take place 
have been long overdue. 

“We should have held a 
plenary two years ago, but 
\ v because of the political situa- 
' uoo, we were involved with 
1 nteetings dealing with data 


inl- 


and information on refugees 
in Palestine and the diaspo- 
ra." he told the Jordan Tunes. 

At the beginning of the 
Madrid process, the multilat- 
erals were conceived of as 
complementing the bilateral 
negotiating tracks. Mr. Dudin 
noted the importance of ple- 
naries to the refugee-working 
group since they deal with 
both political and statistical 
issues. 

Discussions today will con- 
centrate on the conditions of 
the Palestinian community in 
Jordan with particular 
emphasis on standards of liv- 
ing and social dimensions. 

The Jordanian delegation to 
these talks includes three 
members who were involved 
in the formulation the Fafo 
report. 

Mr. Dudin said he hoped 
that this report will establish 
facts accepted by Russia and 
the U.S. (the sponsors), and 
the Canadians (the gavel 
holders). Palestinians. Egyp- 
tians, Israelis, and Jordani- 
ans. 


"If this report is accepted as 
an international piece of 
research by the group, this 
means that we can move on 
in the multilaterals." Mr. 
Dudin stated. 

Mr. Dudin remarked that 
during the last intersessional 
meeting on family reunifica- 
tion six months ago in Paris, 
the atmosphere was so tense 
that "some believed that the 
meeting would fall apart." 

However. Mr. Dudin said 
he remained optimistic since 
Palestinians and Israelis are 
meeting during the present 
deadlock in the peace 
process. 

‘This is a step forward in 
itself, and by approving this 
piece of research, we would 
be giving these multilaterals 
a boost." he commented. 

Ionian's standing position 
on Palestinian refugees is in 
line with UN. resolutions 
per tainin g to refugees and the 
Geneva Convention, which 
stress the basic right of every 
person to return to his or her 
homeland. 


... St- 


ill.:' 


s* 

1 

v ‘ 

, \ ■ 

* 

A-"’ 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


CHRISTMAS CHOIR 

* Annual YWCA Christmas 
classical choir at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 
( until Saturday). 

FILMS 

* “Las Bicicleus son para el 
Verano" at Institute Cer- 
vantes, Jabal Amman on 
Thursday at 5:00 p.m. 

* “Friedrich — German 
Romantic Pdinter" (in English 
frith commentary in Arabic 


by Dr. Mazen Asfour at Dana 
Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh on 
Thursday al 5:30 p.m. 

exhibitions 

* Plastic (abstract) an by 
Mohammad Qaddumi a( the 
Royal Cultural Centre, until 
Dec. 7. 

* Works by Ghada Daft- 
daleh at Baladna An Gallery. 
Gardens Street (Tel. 
5537598). until Dec. 10. 

* Paintings by Amour 
Khammash at the French Cul- 


tural Centre. Jabal Weibdeh. 
until Dec. 12. 

* Paintings by Saadi Al- 
Kaabi at Orient Gallery (Tel: 
681303/4). until Dec. 4. 

* An exhibition of prims by 
Algerian artist Koraishi. and 
calligraphy by Iraqi artist 
Massoudi. inspired by the 
poems of Mahmoud Darw ish. 
at Darai Al Funun. Jabal 
Weibdeh, until Dec. 31. Also 
displaying paintings by Jor- 
danian artist Nusr Abdul .Aziz, 
and works by contemporary 
Arab artists. 
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Lower House rejects case contesting 
validity of deputies’ membership 


By Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleh 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — A case filed by 
one man contesting the 
validity of the membership 
of all 80 deputies in the 13th 
Parliament dominated dis- 
cussion in yesterday’s Lower 
House session. 

The House rejected the 
case on the basis that the 
man had no right to contest 
the validity of all the 
deputies' elections. Accord- 
ing to the House's internal 
regulations, any challenge of 
the validity of any member 
of the Lower House must 
specify- the name of the 
deputy in question. 

There w-ere also nine other 
claims contesting the validi- 


ty of deputies’ elections in 
five districts. ' including 
Amman's Third, Amman's 
Fifth, Balqa, Ma’an. and 
Zarqa. 

The deputies, after some 
discussion, formed five com- 
mittees to investigate these 
claims, one committee per 
district. According to regula- 
tions, each committee 
included five neutral 
deputies and. in an attempt to 
achieve fairness, one deputy 
with experience in law in 
four of the five committees. 

Also on the agenda was the 
formation of the House's 14 
permanent committees: the 
judiciary: economic and 

Finance; Arab and 
international affairs (foreign 


cation, culture, and youth; 
Palestine; health and envi- 
ronment; water and agricul- 
ture: social development and 
work; energy and mineral 
resources; public services, 
tourism and antiquities: pub- 
lic freedom and citizen’s 
rights; national guidance; 
and the badia and rural com- 
mittee. 

To save time, the House 
decided to form the commit- 
tees in a meeting between 
the parliamentary blocs dur- 
ing an hour-long recess. 
However, when the House 
started reviewing the names, 
they disagreed on the forma- 
tion of the Arab and 
international affairs commit- 
tee. 

After some discussion and 


withdrawals, the House 
elected the committee's 11 
members. Those elected to 
this committee were Amjad 
Majali ( Karak), Nayef 
Moula (Amman Third). 
Hazem Momani (Ajloun). 
Mohammad Bataineh 
( Irbid), Fawzi Tuaimeh 
(Balqa), Mohammad Abu 
Hdeib (Amman Fifth). 
Mohammad Badri (Aqaba), 
Abdullah Jazi (Southern 
Badia ), Khalil Haddad in 
(Amman Third). Moham- 
mad Oran (Tafileh). and 
Daifallah Kaeber (Northern 
Badia). 

The formation of the 
Palestine committee was 
another highly-contested 
issue. Mansour Murad 
(Zarqa) and Hamadeh 


Fara'neh (Amman First.) 
were not on the preliminary 
ten-member list, and insisted 
that they be added ro the 
committee, saying their 
membership in that commit- 
tee was of "primary inter- 
est." Ahmad Anab (Ajloun ) 
stepped down in favour of 
Mr. Fara'neh. 

The rest of the members 
are Mohammad Thweib 
(Amman Second), Rashid 
Baraiseh ( Amman First ). 
Ghaleb Zou’bi (Balqa). 
Abdullah Zraiqat (Karak). 
Asaf Asaf (Amman Fifth). 
Abdul Majeed Aqtasii 
(Amman Second), Bassam 
Haddadin (Zarqa). Moham- 
mad Kouz (Amman Sec- 
ond). and Lutfi Barghouri 
( Amman Third ). 


affairs): administrative; edu- 

UNRWA donor conference raises $126 million 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) 
received more than $126 
million in pledges during 
(he annual Pledging Con- 
ference held in New York 
Tuesday, according to an 
UNRWA statement issued 
Wednesday. 

The pledges will go 
towards the $343 million 
that the agency requires 
for its 1998 general fund 
budget, the statement said. 

The U.S. announced the 
largest pledge of $70 mil- 
lion. followed by Sweden 
with S19 million, and Nor- 
way with SI 4.2 million, 
the statement read. 

The pledging conference 
was opened and chaired by 
U.N. General Assembly 
President Hennadly 

Udovenko. who is the for- 
eign minister of Ukraine. 
UNRWA Commissioner 
General Peter Hansen 
made opening and closing 
remarks. 

In his opening statement. 
Mr. Udovenko said; 
"UNRWA's accomplish- 


Medical 
congress 
opens today 

AMMAN i J.T.) — The Jor- 
danian-French Medical Asso- 
ciation. in collaboration with 
the Ministry of Health, will 
hold the Fifth Jordanian- 
French Medical Congress on 
Efec. 4-5. under the Patronage 
of HRH Prince Ra'd Ben 
Zeid. 

The theme selected for this 
year is "Primary Health Care: 
Present and Future." The 
choice of the subject origi- 
nates from the importance of 
primary health care world- 
wide. extended concepts on 
the prevention of common 
chronic diseases tike hyper- 
tension. diabetes, and osteo- 
porosis. family planning, 
child’s health, accidents, child 
abuse, and the views for the 
coming century, according to 
a press release Wednesday. 

The conference will also 
address different issues relat- 
ed ro health such as educa- 
tion. environment, and popu- 
lation. 

Several scientists from 
France will be lecturing at 
this conference, including a 
consultant from the World 
Health Organisation (WHOi. 
the president of Doctors of 
the World (.a French NGO). 
the president of Jordanian- 
French Friendship in the 
French parliament, and the 
president of the French-Jor- 
danian Medical .Association 
in France, the statement said. 

The Jordanian-French 
Medical Association began its 
activities in 1991 on the ini- 
tiative of physicians who 
graduated from France or 
were francophones. Prince 
Ra'd is the honorary presi- 
dent of the association, which 
aims ai developing communi- 
cation and mutual support 
between doctors and health 
teams in Jordan and France. 

A sister association, the 
French-Jordanian Medical 
.Association is registered in 
France. Jacques Milliez. an 
eminenr medical doctor, is the 
president of this association, 
the statement concluded. 


ments over the years have 
been a tangible recogni- 
tion of the international 
community's continuing 
responsibility to the Pales- 
tine refugees. 

"Today." he said, "that 
continuing commitment is 
in serious jeopardy, due to 
the failure of the 
international community 
to provide UNRWA with 
the resources it needs to 
cany out its programmes 
and deliver relevant ser- 
vices." 

In his statement, Mr. 
Hansen said he had alerted 
the international commu- 
nity, in particular 
UNRWA’s traditional 
donors, that if the agency 
receives the same amount 
of funding for its 1998 
general fund as in 1997. it 
would still face a deficit of 
some $50 million, due to 
reductions and austerity 
measures imposed as a 
result of recurring finan- 
cial crises in recent years. 

Noting that UNRWA had 
prepared a "needs-based" 
budget linking programme 


outputs to required fund- 
ing, Mr. Hansen said: “For 
decades, the international 
community has financed 
services to the refugees at 
a certain level. It is impor- 
tant to maintain those lev- 
els so that the Palestinian 
refugee communities 
which have maintained 
their identity, and have, 
despite the odds, educated 
their children and instilled 
in them a sense of survival 
and enterprise, are enabled 
to continue doing so until 
there is a solution to their 
problem." 

Mr. Hansen said the 
international community 
had already witnessed ear- 
lier this year the conse- 
quences of inadequate 
funding of UNRWA’s bud- 
get. when the announce- 
ment of cuts provoked 
protests in the region. 

*‘Jf UNRWA is forced 
into a repetition of the 
events of 1997." he 
warned, “the reaction this 
time could be much more 
serious.” He added that "it 
is imperative that UNRWA 


begin to roll back the aus- 
terity measures introduced 
over the preceding years.” 

Mr. Hansen thanked 
those countries that made 
pledges for 1998. all of 
whom had spoken u r ell of 
UNRWA’s work and the 
efforts by the agency’s 
siaff on behalf of the 
refugees. 

The representative of the 
Permanent Observer of 
Palestine also made a 
statement paying tribute to 
UNRWA’s staff and 
acknowledging the impor- 
tance of the agency’s ser- 
vices in the lives of the 
refugees. 

Other donors at the con- 
ference included the 
Netherlands and Switzer- 
land. each making pledges 
equivalent to about S5.5 
million, while Germany 
announced some $5 mil- 
lion. the UNRWA state- 
ment said. 

Spain announced a con- 
tribution of approximately 
S3.35 million, of which 
$700,000 wax specified as 
an additional contribution 


to UNRWA for 1997. 
while the remainder was 
allocated to 1998, accord- 
ing to the statement. 

Kuwait pledged $1.5 
million, as in previous 
years. Belgium con- 
tributed about $659,000 
for the 1998 regular bud- 
get and a further $540,000 
from the European Gaza 
Hospital, which was built 
by UNRWA with special 
contributions for the Euro- 
pean Union and other 
donors. 

Other countries pledging 
on Tuesday were Austria. 
Turkey, Luxembourg. 
China. Indonesia. Portu- 
gal. Malaysia, the Czech 
Republic. Tunisia. Cyprus. 
Egypt. India. Chile, and 
Malta. 

Several of the agency's 
usual major donors said 
they were unable to make 
pledges at this time due to 
incomplete governmental 
or parliamentary proce- 
dures in their countries. 
These include Canada. 
Denmark, France. Japan, 
and the U.K. 
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U.S. chills hopes of progress 



at global warming talks 


KYOTO, Japan (AFP) — 
The United States 
Wednesday dampened 
hopes for progress in 
deadlocked U.N. talks 
aimed at limiting the 
emission of gases blamed 
for global warming. 

European negotiators 
and leading officials of 
the landmark 10-day con- 
ference in Japan had 
raised expectations of a 
deal on how many green- 
house gases should be 
covered. 

But even this hurdle, 
easier to leap than many 
others confronting the 147 
nations gathered - in the 
ancient Japanese capital 
of Kyoto, could not be 
cleared, according to 
Washington's main nego- 
tiator. 

Europe added further to 
the gloom, predicting that 
a stand-off over U.S. 
demands that developing 
countries agree to new 
commitments would 
linger until the last 
moment of the Kyoto 
talks. 

And no progress was 
reported on one of the 
toughest questions of how 
far to go in imposing 
legally-binding cuts in 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

The leading European 
Union (EU) official. 
Pierre Gramegna. and key 


conference official Raul 
Estrada had said positions 
were getting closer on a 
proposal that just three 
gases should be covered 
by the proposed limits. 

The compromise would 
have left a further three 
gases for another confer- 
ence late next year, wide- 
ly expected to be in 
Buenos Aires. 

But leading U.S. nego- 
tiator Melinda Kimble 
squashed expectations 
that Washington might 
drop its insistence that all 
six greenhouse gases be 
included. 

“The United States and 
a number of other coun- 
tries made veiy clear that 
we believed the most 
environmentally-perfect 
basket is one that includes 
all six greenhouse gases," 
she told a news confer- 


ence. 

Mr. Gramegna, a 
Luxembourg diplomat, 
told another news confer- 
ence that progress 
between developing coun- 
tries and the United States 
was far from sight. 

“We have taken contacts 
with the developing coun- 
tries and have listened 
carefully to their positions 
and we think that it will 
be a very difficult issue 
that will drag on to the 
last day of this confer- 


ence," he said. 

**Wc will do our utmost 
to play this role of broker 
but I must say that the 
position between the two 
opposing sides on this 
issue ... is great and it will 
be difficult, it will be 
extremely difficult” 

Mr. Gramegna said the 
EU's own discussions 
with the U.S. were 
advancing over difficult 
terrain. 

The two sides would be 
in constant contact “until 
the end of this conference 
in order to add as much as 
possible common ground 
— (it is) sometimes diffi- 
cult to find it bur we are 
trying hard," he said. 

Taking 1990 greenhouse 
gas emissions as a base. 
Europe is calling for a IS 
per cent cut by 2010, 
Japan for a five per cent 
cut between 2008 and 
2012 and the U.S. for no 
change between 2008 and 
2012. 

Each offer, however, has 
a different underlying 
basis. The United States, 
for example, includes six 
greenhouse gases in its 
proposal while Europe 
and Japan include only 
three. 

Ministers who will take 
the final decision will 
gather in Kyoto from this 
weekend. 


The United States is the 
key player due to its polit- 
ical might and rank as the 
biggest emitter of green- 
house gases, accounting 
for almost a quarter of the 
global total. 

President Bill Clinton 
said Monday that 
Washington would oppose 
any accord that offered 
“something politically 
palatable, but that won’t 
produce a result." 

Developing countries 
must be included in a 
treaty reducing emissions, 
Mr. Clinton said. 

According to U.N. esti- 
mates. current emission 
trends are likely to cause 
average global tempera- 
tures to rise 1.0 to 3.5 
degrees Celsius over the 
next 100 years. 

ft is feared this could 
lead to a partial melting of 
the polar ice caps, raising 
and causing other cata- 
strophic climate changes. 

Tuiloma Slade of 
Samoa, spokesman for 
small island states threat- 
ened by rising sea levels, 
bemoaned the lack of 
progress by developed 
countries, saying one 

might well have to wit- 
ness further effects of cli- 
mate change before devel- 
oped countries act 


Yeltsin announces reduction 


of Russian forces in Baltic bid 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin Wednesday 

announced plans to unilat- 
erally reduce ground and 
naval forces in northwest 
Russia by more than 40 
per cent on Jan. 1, 1999. 

The reduction, 

announced in a speech to 
the Swedish parliament 
during a three-day state 
visit, is part of an initiative 
offered by Moscow to the 
Baltic states in October to 
ensure their security and 
dissuade them from seek- 
ing membership in NATO. 

Mr. Yeltsin said he 
sought a “border of peace 
and not discord" with 
Estonia. Latvia and 
Lithuania, which were 
occupied by the Soviet 
Union from 1940 to 1991. 

In Brussels. Russia's 
Defence Minister Igor 
Sergeyev said Moscow 
was announcing the troop 
cuts because security con- 
ditions in northern Europe 
are stable. 

He said plans for a major 
downsizing of the Russian 
military were already in 
“practical shape." 

“There will be consider- 
able reductions in the 
Kaliningrad special area, 
in the Leningrad (Saint 


Petersburg) military dis- 
trict. in the northern fleet 
as well as the Baltic fleet.” 
Mr. Sergeyev said. 
Russia’s two main mili- 


tary regions are 
Kaliningrad and Saint 
Petersburg. 

The number of forces in 
the Kaliningrad enclave is 
estimated at 47,000. 
Russia had announced in 
July it wants to reduce 
troops there to 11-12.000 
men. 

The ex-Red Army is 
under a financial crunch 
and currently undergoing 
massive restructuring. 
Force numbers are expect- 
ed to be reduced from 
some 1.7 million troops 
today to 1 .2 million by the 
end of 1998. 

In his speech 
Wednesday, Yeltsin pro- 
posed a series of “confi- 
dence-building measures 
in the border zones and 
waters of the Baltic 


region. 

Saying that “Russia is 
open to all proposals", Mr. 
Yeltsin proposed joint vis- 
its to military bases, joint 
surveillance of the air 
space over the Baltic and 
joint aviation exercises, 
and the establishment of a 
hotline between the mili- 


tary commands in 
Kaliningrad and the Baltic 
countries. 

Russia has warned that if 
the Baltic states join 
NATO. Moscow will 
reconsider the historic 
cooperation pact it signed 
in May with the Atlantic 
Alliance. 

The Baltic states have so 
far rejected the security 
pact offered by Russia. 

Yeltsin stressed that he 
was "certain that the 
Baltic region will 

absolutely become a 
region of solid confidence, 
stability and security", and 
noted the substantial influ- 
ence of Sweden, which is 
militarily non-aligned, in 
the region. 

Moscow has expressed 
hope that the 

Scandinavian country 
would help “normalise" 
Russian relations with the 
Baltics. 

Mr. Yeltsin underlined 
that an E.U.-Russian 


agreement on cooperation 
and partnership, which 
came into force two days 
ago. “fully contributes to 
the construction of a big 
Europe". 

“It opens the road to the 
formation of a pan- 
European area. But I'm 


convinced that the build- 
ing of a big Europe will be 
solid only if all of its 
floors are solid, and that 
includes ours, the Baltic 
one," he said. 

“We do not want our 
joint borders to separate 
us. but to bring us closer 
together." the Russian 
leader stressed. 

Following Mr. Yeltsin's 
speech to parliament, he 
was expected to attend a 
lunch at the posh Grand 
Hotel in his honour, host- 
ed by Swedish Prime 
Minister Goeran Persson 
and with King Carl XVI 
Gustaf and Queen Silvia. 

Yeltsin’s visit is also 
intended to boost trade. 
He is accompanied by a 
200-man delegation, 
including top ministers 
and industry leaders. 

According to the 
Swedish financial daily 
Dagens Indusiri 

Wednesday, the automo- 
bile makers Volvo will 
sign a big contract with 
Russia for the delivery of 
buses to Saint Petersburg 
and the western Siberian 
city of Omsk, and for the 
construction of a factory 
to manufacture public 
transport vehicles in 
Russia. 


Louisiana judge decertifies 


implant class action 


NEW ORLEANS fR) — 
A state judge Tuesday 
ruled that a lawsuit 
against Dow Chemical Co 
for its alleged part in the 
development of silicone 
breast implants could noL 
be a class action. 

The decision was a blow 
for thousands of 
Louisiana women who 
said the implants had 
made them sick and a vic- 
tory for the chemical giant 
because it narrowed the 
scope of the suit and pos- 
sibly the financial liabili- 
ties. 

State District Court 
Judge Yada Magee said 
there were too many indi- 
vidual issues in the cases 
to qualify as a class. She 
said the eight women who 
were class representatives 
couid continue their legal 
action against Dow, which 
went to trial earlier this 
year. The second phase of 
the trial was to begin on 
Jan. 7. 


The women, suing Dow 
Chemical for its role in 
testing silicone for breast 
implants, won a landmark 
victory in August when a 
jury ruled the company 
was negligent and inten- 
tionally withheld informa- 
tion about implant dan- 
gers. 

That same jury that 
made the August ruling 
will reconvene for die sec- 
ond phase to decide if sil- 
icone breast implants 
cause illnesses or injuries. 

The entire four-phase 
class action covered an 
estimated 10.000 

Louisiana women who 
received implants from 
several different manufac- 


turers. 

Susan Turner, a spokes- 
woman for the plaintiffs, 
said Tuesday’s decision 
would be appealed. 

The Louisiana Supreme 
Court and state court of 
appeals has ruled several 
times already, refusing to 


decertify the class, on the 
same grounds that were 
considered in this case.” 
she said. 

Dow hailed Ms. 
Magee’s ruling. 

“With this very signifi- 
cant ruling we're one 
major step closer to final 
resolution of all the breast 
implant claims against 
Dow Chemical... judge 
Magee’s ruling is clearly 
in the best interest of the 
women, the company and 
the judicial system alike," 
said Dow General 
Counsel John Scriven. 

Dow Said it did not 
develop, test or manufac- 
ture silicone breast 
implants. It said Dow 
Coming, a 50-50 joint 
venture of Dow Chemical 
and Coming Inc., was 
responsible for the 
implants. 

All cases against Dow- 
Coming have been con- 
solidated in Michigan by a 
federal bankruptcy court. 


China 
orders mine 
safety steps 


BEIJING (R) — China 
issued an edict calling for 
stricter controls over coal 
mines after a spate of expld- 
sfcxs and other accidents in 
state-owned pits killed 205 
people last month, the 
ftcple’s Daily said 

Wednesday. 

The Mimstry of Labour and 
the state economic and trade 


oomnussion, m an ugem eff- 
cuJar. urged mine authorities 
to strengthen the manage- 
ment and supervision of state 
owned mines, h sod. 

A gas explosion on Nov. 4 
m Uangnan mine in the 
southwestern province of 
Guizhou killed 43 people, and 
89 miners died in a blast on 
Nov. 13 at the Panshan coal 
mine in central Anhui 
province, it said. 

On Nov, 27. gas explosions 
killed 45 waiters in the 
Xie'er mine in Anhui 
province and 28 miners in the 
mine in nwthwea- 
i province, it said. 


cm 


A British soldier mine expert explodes a mine in a field near Stolac, eastern Bosnia in 
this October 1997 file photo. Over 100 countries will sign a treaty to ban anti-personel 
landmines at a landmine conference being held in Ottawa Dec. 3 and 4 (Reuter photo) 


Dream of landmine ban 


becoming reality in Ottawa 


OTTAWA (R) — 

Canadian Foreign 

Minister Lloyd Axworthy. 
invoking the memory of 
Princess Diana and count- 
less vietims of landmines, 
opened a conference 
Tuesday calling lor quick 
approval of a treaty ban- 
ning the weapons. 

Nobel Peace Prize win- 
ner Jody Williams led a 
standing ovation to salute 
the efforts of Mr. 
Axworthy, who surprised 
a landmine meeting in 
Ottawa 14 months ago by 
challenging delegates to 
return before the end of 
1 997 to sign a ban. 

He confessed to having 
been unsure of the results 
when he threw down the 
challenge in the same hall 
in October 1996. 

"But 1 thought that it 
was a risk worth taking.” 
Mr. Axworthy told digni- 
taries from ahoul 150 
nations. along with 
activists and landmine 
victims, many of them in 
wheelchairs. 

“I thought there was a 
real desire and a real pos- 
sibility that a treaty could 
be negotiated, but frankly 
I did not dare hope for 
such an ovcrwlielming 
response." 

The latest count was that 
121 nations would sign 
the treuty this week ban- 
ning the use. production, 
stockpiling and transfer of 
anti-personnel landmines, 
The signing must be fol- 
lowed by ratification by at 
least 40 of the nations 
involved. 

They included most of 
sub-Saharan Africa, 
including mine- ravaged 

Mozambique and Angola 
almost all of Latin 


America most of Europe, 
including Bosnia, Croatia 
and Slovenia and 
Cambodia. thoroughly 
laced with mines. 

This was tempered by. 
major holdouts — the 
United States. Russia. 
China and most Middle 
Eastern nations as well as 
Afghanistan and Vietnam. 

But the United States 
and Russia had taken their 
own measures to restrict 
mine export and use. U.N. 
Secretary-General Kofi 
A mum told a news confer- 
ence that he believed pub- 
lic opinion would eventu- 
ally force them to join. 

"I don’t think any gov- 
ernment can sit out for 
long. It's only a question 
of time." he said after 
meeting Canadian Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien. 

Mr. Axworthy told the 
mine talks: “Wc still have 
to work to make the con- 
vention truly universal.’’ 

It will come into force 
once 40 nations have rati- 
fied it. Mr. Axworthy 
called for that goal to be 
met within a year. 

Canada’s single-minded 
drive in the past year to 
push the treaty was helped 
by the attention paid to 
Princess Diana ar her 
death in a Paris car crash. 
She hud campaigned for 
mine vietims. standing 
with thcr$ in places like 
Mozambique. 

"niisurijg that victims 
can lead pieaningful. pro- 
ductive lives within their 
communities, in spite of 
their suffering and loss — 
this was the human aspect 
of the landmines crisis 
that the laic Princess 
Diana brought to the 
intention of the world,” 


Mr. Axworthy said. 

The campaign was given 
a boost last year by a dec- 
laration by retired U.S.. 
generals , — including 
Norman Schwarzkopf, 
commander of the allied 
forces that drove Iraq out 
of Kuwait — that the 
mines were not militarily 
necessary. 

One of the main focuses 
of the three-day Ottawa 
conference will be to 
devote more resources to 
clearing the 60 to 100 
million mines still litter- 
ing fields and to help reha- 
bilitate the victims. 

Every week mines strike 
another 500 victims. 
That's one every 22 min- 
utes. usually women or 
children. 

"Landmines arc World 
War III.” a Cambodian 
victim. Tun Chan Narcth. 
told Reuters as he sat. 
both legs amputated at the 
knees, in a wheelchair he 
made. “World War HI con- 
tinues io kill people step 
by step, day by day.” 

Mr. Tun stepped on a 
Chinese-made mine laid 
by the Khmer Rouge w hen 
he was on patrol in 19S2 
at the age of 22. 

Next week he will travel 
to Oslo to receive, along 
with Jody Williams, the 
Nobel Peace Prize for the 
international campaign to 
ban landmines. 

Ms. Williams told 
Reuters afterward that 
U.S. President Bill 
Clinton, who has areued 
that the United States’ still 
needed to reserve the right 
to use mines in between 
North and South Korea, 
was throwing away a 
chance at a place in histo- 



declare 

support 



ban on 
landmines 


KABUL (AFP)- — 
Afghani stan’s Taleban 
movement Wednesday 
declared its full support 
to the Internationa] 
Campaign to Ban 
Landmines and called on 
the world community to 
sign the global treaty. 

Abdul Sattar Palais, a 
foreign ministry protocol 
chief also complained 
that United Nations fund- 
ing for demining activi- 
ties was inadequatgifor 
the countiy. whe§: at 
least 20 peopleware 
injured by mines eyeay 
day. jV 

“In line with its l$ta 
policy. the .ISHmic 
Emirate of Afghanistan 
(Taleban) is seriously 
against prod&rtioii, 
stockpiling and expo rt of 
landmines," MrZrJaktis 
asserted. 

“We call upon:- the 
whole world to sigh this 
treaty to which-yte, also 
declare our aefij^nce,' 
he said. 

The statement ;|#me on 
the eve of a globaTcon- 
ference in the Canadian 
capital Ottawa where 120 
countries are expected to 
sign the landmark treaty 
to ban the use, production 
and sale of landmines. 

The Taleban official 
noted that Afghanistan, 
where up to 10 million 
landmines are still 
believed to be hidden to 
take more lives* -deserves 
more aid for i& ;: Rattle 
against themep 3 qe fl jj 
At least 30 landmine 
victims gathered for the 
announcement, delivered 
close to a mined former 
Soviet base in the shat 
tered capital. 

The victims included 
children and eldedy 
males who had lost limbs 
while collecting firewood 
and metal scrap in the 
base, where in the last 15 
days deminers have 
unearthed 207 anti-per- 
sonnel landmines. 

A demining official said 
there are 400,000 mine 
victims in Afghanistan 
which is locked in fight- 
ing due to the 1979 
Soviet invasion and also 
factional power rivalries 
after the Red Army pull 
out in 1989. 

However in recent 
months the U.N. have 
faced a massive funding 
crisis for their mine clear 
ancc operations, forcing 
many deminers- to work 
without pay since 
September. 

According to U.N. mine 
clearance sources; all fac- 
tions involved in the 
ongoing civil waf.ltiClud- 
ing the Taleban, continue 
to use mines and booby 
trapped ordnance _ as a 
valuable defensive tool, 
Although forbidden to 
use mines, some individ- 
ual Taleban units are 
reported to still lisemine* 
on a small sd0e 1 . wh i Je 
opposition forces ha. vc 
received large quantises 
of the devices from R* B, i 
a U.N. source sad. 


2 Japanese arrested for ‘disguised 
fishing’ on Russian boats 


TOKYO f AFP) — 
Japanese police arrested 
two men Wednesday on 
suspicion of recruiting 
local fishermen to catch 
salmon illegally on a 
Rosstat boat and under 
Russian quotas, police said, 
The pair sent eight 
Japanese fishermen to 
wois OH a Russian boat in 
ear^f May lust year, mak- 
ing them fish tor salmon in 
Radian waters, un 
HoBcuido police 


spokesman said. 

The two were named a* 
Kochi Kaneia. a 51 -year- 
old executive of K.S. Co., a 
marine products dealer 
based in the northern 
Hokkaido prefecture, and 
Kaisnmi Yuguchi. a 48- 
year-old executive from a 
Tokyo fishery company, a 
police spokesman said. 

“So-called disguised fish- 
ing on Russian boats for 
sales in Japan became con- 
spicuous a few years ago.” 


he said. 

investigators suspect 
Kanetga and Yaguehi had 
violated a security law o n 
the employment of ship 
crew- by working as an 
unauthorised crew employ- 
ment agency. 

Kyodo News said police 
sources also suspect the 
arrests were the first in a 
case linked to the Russian 
mafia. 

Police suspect the 
Russian fishing company. 


which is based hrCyprc^ 
may be part of tbeRuss^ 
mafia’s operationSt d* 
news agency said. 

The agriculture,' fwesiO 
and fisheries ministry he** 
bars Japanese fisben^ 
from fishing salmon in J® 
northern Pacific ' 'fiboW 
non- Japanese vessels-: . 

Wednesday’s artists Wj 
lowed raids by p 0 &» 
the maritime safety ageng 
in July on K.S.C6- «^^ 
affiliate. •- . 
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Faulty door led to 
Estonia ferry 
disaster 



TALLINN' (AFP) — Weak 
locking devices on the bow 
doors caused the 1994 Estonia 
car ferry disaster in which 852 
people drowned, the official 
repot into the catastrophe said 
Wednesday. 

The much-awaited 228-page 
report refused to lay blame for 
the accident but identified a 
series of technical failures and 
design flaws which jt said Jed 
to Europe's worst post-war 
maritime disaster. 

"The main causes of the 
accident were weak locking 
devices of the bow visor,” said 
the report. “They should have 
been at least five times 
stronger.” 

The Estonia went down 
overnight on Sept. 27, 1994 
after its bow doors were 
ripped off in heavy seas 
between Tallinn and Stock- 
holm. Only 137 of its 989 pas- 
sengers and crew survived. 

Wednesday’s findings, pub- 
lished here in the Estonian 
capital by an international 
commission, confirmed a pre- 
liminary report which said 
weak locks caused the outer 
bow door to come off, allow- 
ing water to gush in through 
the car ramp — which when 
upright served as an interior 
door — and fill the car deck, 
rapidly destabilising the ship. 

The inquiry said its “funda- 
mental purpose" had been to 
improve maritime safety, 
adding “it has not been the 
commission’s task to blame 
anyone or to apportion liabili- 
ty” 

Nevertheless, in its report 
the commission identified 
design faults on the German- 
built ferry, saying the position 
of the bow ramp of the car 
ferry breached international 
safety standards. 

“The longitudinal position 
-of die bow ramp was not com- 
,; -pfianf with - the Solas 
(International Convention for 
the Safely of Lives at Sea) 
requirements for an upper 


extention of the collision bulk- 
head. 

“The ramp ...was located too 
far forward," the commission 
of inquiry concluded. The 
Stockholm daily Dageris 
Nyheter repotted Sunday that 
the Estonia’s bulkhead was 
much nearer the bow than the 
9.25 metres stipulated in the 
Solas-60 convention. 

In its report, the commission 
said the Estonia was seawor- 
thy and properly staffed at the 
time of the disaster, the cargo 
had been correctly secured and 
the bow visor door “was prop- 
erly dosed and secured at 
departure.” 

However, “the locking 
devices and the hinges of the 
visor failed due to one or two 
wave impact loads on the 
visor. The visor worked its 
way forward and forced the 
ramp open, due to the mechan- 
ical interference between the 
visor and the ramp," the com- 
mission said. 

“The visor fell into the sea 
leaving the ramp fully open." 
allowing seawater to pour onto 
the car deck and cause a 15 
degree list within minutes. 

As the angle of the list 
increased, water began flood- 
ing into the accommodation 
decks, the report said, with the 
icy sea water gushing through 
the ship’s windows. 

The commission also dis- 
missed suggestions that the 
ship should never have put to 
sea in such poor weather, say- 
ing that although rough, 
weather conditions were not 
extreme. 

While criticising the design 
of the ferry, built by Meyer 
Werft in 1979 and operated by 
the Swedish-Es Ionian ferry 
company Estline, the prelimi- 
nary report had noted the ves- 
sel had been constructed to 
standards in force at the time. 

Meyer Werft has argued the 
ship sank as a result of bad 
maintenance and not faulty 
construction. 
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Winnie Madikizela-Mandela. (second right) her daugh- 
ter Zenane Dlamirti (second left) and legal advisors Ish- 
mael Semenya (left) and Moses Mavundla (right) con- 
verse during the Truth and Reconciiliation Commission 
hearing Dec. 3 1997 fReuter photo) 

Witness briefly 
stalls Winnie inquiry 


JOHANNES B LfRG <R) — 
A key witness in the South 
African Truth Commission 
inquiry into Winnie Madik- 
izela-Mandela and her foot- 
ball club entourage halted 
proceedings Wednesday with 
a demand to see his eldest 
child before testifying. 

Madikizela-Mandela. for- 
mer wife of South Africa’s 
Resident Nelson Mandela, 
was expected to take the 
stand later in the day to 
answer allegations of kid- 
napping. torture, assault and 
murder. 

But her testimony is sched- 
uled to follow that of former 
Mandela United Football 
Club Coach Jerry Richard- 
son, who is serving a life 
prison sentence for the mur- 
der of teenage activist Stora- 
pie Seipei after he was kid- 
napped by Madikizela-Man- 
dela in 1988. 

Mr. Richardson has applied 
for amnesty under the coun- 
try's National Unity and Rec- 
onciliation Act for 14-year- 
old Seipei s murder and sev- 
eral others associated with 
the football dub's reign of 
terror in late 1980s Soweto. 

He is expected to name 
Madikizela-Mandela as a co- 
conspirator in several of the 
killings he claims to have 


committed. 

Dressed in a deep green 
suit with a red handkerchief 
in his pocket and clutching a 
miniature red-and- white soc- 
cer ball. Mr. Richardson took 
the stand and immediately 
demanded to see his eldest 
daughter, Lena Richardson, 
before he would testify. 

“No. I will not be free to 
continue without seeing 
members of ray family. I say 
I want to see my firstborn.... 
if I could just see Lena 
Richardson then I will shock 
you," he told the commis- 
sion. 

.Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu, chairman of the com- 
mission appointed to heal the 
wounds of apartheid, 
responded: “I am not a God. 
If Lena is not here, there is 
nothing I can do." 

The hearing got under way 
after a brief adjournment as 
Mr. Richardson began to 
explain how he came to be 
head of Madikizela-Man- 
dela’s entourage. 

Madikizela-Mandela. 63, is 
seeking election later this 
month as deputy president of 
the African National Con- 
gress (ANC). which she and 
Mr. Mandela have served 
since before their 1958 mar- 
riage. 


Pakistani prime minister seeks 
to heal divisions after showdown 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
An acting president and an 
interim Supreme Court 
chief took over in Pakistan 
Wednesday following 
Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif s victory in a bruis- 
ing constitutional battle. 

Senate Chairman Wasim 
Sajjad stepped in as acting 
president following Farooq 
Ahmed Leghari’s dramatic 
resignation as head of state 
late Tuesday, accusing Mr. 
Sharif of seeking “total 
powers." 

Under the constitution 
Mr. Wasim can take the 
office for 30 days until a 
new president is elected. 

The Supreme Court 
moved to restructure its 
divided ranks by appoint- 
ing justice Ajmal Mian as 
interim chief justice in 
place of Sajjad Ali Shah 
whose row with Mr. Sharif 
caused the crisis. 

Mr. Sharif said “I have no 
anger or hatred against 
anyone," in a national 
assembly speech after Mr. 
Leghari resigned. 

He said he would now 
concentrate on putting right 
damage caused to the econ- 
omy caused by the three 
month old crisis. Huge 
orders export were can- 
celled or put on hold 
because of fears of instabil- 


ity. 

He also promised to end 
lawlessness, terrorism and 
unemployment. 

The president resigned 
after the powerful army 
reportedly refused to back 
any move to disband the 
national assembly or the 
government. 

~ Analysts said Mr. Sharif, 
whose Pakistan Muslim 
League (PML) commands 
a two-thirds majority in 
parliamentary. drew 

strength from the fact that 
throughout the crisis sup- 
port from MPs had 
remained intact. 

The parliamentary oppo- 
sition offered no alternative 
arid the country could ill- 
a tford new elections, they 
said. 

Mr. Leghari, elected for 
five-year term in 1993. said 
he stepped down as 
attempts were made to 
“conquer and subjugate” 
the judiciary in a bid to 
muster “total powers." 

He accused the govern- 
ment of starting a “con- 
frontation ' with the judi- 
ciary and sowing seeds of 
“subversion" in the 
supreme court. 

The tussle exploded into 
a split and top judges were 
divided into rival camps. 

Mr. Sharif and his aides 


accused the president of 
conspiring against the gov- 
ernment In a much-publi- 
cised contempt of court 
case against the prime min- 
ister. 

Mr. Leghari sided with 
the chief justice and 
refused ro sign a law that 
would enable Mr. Sharif to 
challenge any guilty ver- 
dict pronounced in the con- 
tempt case. 

The case had assumed 
added importance as Mr. 
Sharif's conviction would 
have cosr him his job as 
prime minister. 

In the hours leading up to 
Mr. Leghari's resignation, a 
10-meraber bench suspend- 
ed the chief justice, endors- 
ing an earlier three-judge 
verdict that he had unlaw- 
fully superseded four 
judges senior to him in 
1994. 

The last order passed by 
Mr. Shah was restoration of 
the president's powers to 
dissolve parliament. 

Mr. Shah, who is to retire 
in February, remains a 
judge and be has said he 
will not resign. But be did 
not attend court and as he 
appears to have lost his bat- 
tle, many believe he might 
go on leave before retire- 
ment. 

Mr. Shah insisted the 


division in the judiciary 
was engineered by the gov- 
ernment to scunle the con- 
tempt case. 

The case against Mr. 
Sharif remains active and 
analysts are now waiting to 
see how it is handled by the 
restructured judiciary. 

Pakistani businessmen 
meanwhile welcomed Mr. 
Leghari’s resignation but 
the main opposition part)' 
called on Mr. Sharif to quit. 

The Pakistan People's 
Party (PPP) of former pre- 
mier Benazir Bhutto said 
the crisis was created by 
Mr. Sharif to save himself 
from the coun action. 

The changes in the “two 
top" constitutional offices 
of president and chief jus- 
tice were the result of 
Sharif's efforts to “save" 
himself. Aitzaz Ahsan. 
leader of the opposition in 
the Senate, said. 

Arif Habib. President of 
Karachi Stock Exchange 
(KSE), said the president's 
resignation would remove 
political uncertainty. 

Dewan Shaban Salman 
Farooqui. president forum 
of industrialists and trader 
of Pakistan, said the crisis 
was created unnecessarily 
to destabilise the elected 
government and harm 
national economy." 


'Hindu nationalists still trying to form government' 


NEW' DELHI (.AFP) — 
Hindu nationalists are still in 
the race to set up a coalition 
government following the 
resignation by Indian Prime 
Minister Inder Kumar 
Gujral. a prominent ally said 
Wednesday. 

“Yes. a government led by 
the BJP (Bharatiya Janata 
Party. Indian People's Party) 
is still feasible," said George 
Fernandes, who heads a 
party allied to the Hindu 
nationalists. 

Fernandes said the BJP was 


looking for a split in the 140- 
member Congress I party, its 
main rival, to cobble together 
a majority in the 545-seat 
Lok Sabha. the lower house 
of India's hung parliament. 

No single party has the 
strength to form a govern- 
ment on its own. 

‘The arithmetic in parlia- 
ment being what it is, the 
Congress has to break up for 
a coalition to take office," 
Fernandes told AFP. 

s 'At leasi 47 Congress MPs 
should come out of the party 


and agree to support the BJP. 
The BJP is trying for thaL 
My hunch is that figure has 
not been reached so far. 

“If a split takes place, the 
breakaway group will join 
hands with BJP and form a 
coalition government" 

The BJP and its four allies 
command 193 seats in parlia- 
ment Among the three main 
power blocs — including 
Congress and the outgoing 
United Front coalition — 
they need die leasr amount of 
defectors, around 80. to com- 


mand a parliament majority. 

The Congress, which top- 
pled Gujral 's minority- gov- 
ernment last week, has 
opened talks with his coali- 
tion for a possible patch-up. 
But coalition officials said 
Wednesday a renewed tie-up 
was unlikely. 

Indian President K.R. 
Narayanan, who has urged 
Gujral to continue in office 
until further notice, has to 
decide if a new coalition can 
take power or if elections 
have to be organised. 
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Super duties 


IT IS a big disappointment that the U.S., 
the prime mover behind the new interna- 
tional order, has turned to be the only 
party that blocks a world ban on anti-per- 
sonnel mines and a global effort to limit the 
greenhouse effect. At the ongoing Ottawa 
meeting, some 120 countries are expected 
to sign a declaration outlawing the produc- 
tion, possession and deployment of mines. 
Washington meanwhile, wants to stay out 
of the international consensus against these 
killers and maimers. The same U.S. atti- 
tude has also surfaced at the Kyoto gather- 
ing to combat the greenhouse effect. 
Amidst a growing international consensus 
on the urgent need to put the survival of 
Earth ahead of economic considerations, 
President Bill Clinton has obviously bent 
backwards to appease American industri- 
alists who do not seem to mind the damage 
their factories are causing to the atmos- 
phere. The international community 
expects from the U.S., as a major super- 
power, to set international standards that 
would guide the course of humanity on the 
next millennium. Despite repeated efforts 
to convince Washington to join the ban on 
mines, the Clinton administration resisted 
because of its military interests. It is hard 
to understand why and how the U.S. would 
need anti-personnel mines to defend itself 
or its allies. Surely whatever advantage the 
U.S. may gain from deploying such mines, 
it is more than outweighed by other consid- 
erations. The end result at this point in 
time is that the Ottawa ceremony would 
remain incomplete if the U.S. and other 
powers, such as China and maybe India, 
did not sign. 

Washington has an international obliga- 
tion that supersedes its domestic concerns. 
As a global power, the U.S. bears a great 
responsibility' for the safety, health and 
welfare of peoples at large and an obliga- 
tion to save our planet from environmental 
destruction. Washington is, theref >re. 
called upon to reconsider its priorities as a 
global power and put first things first. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AI RaVs Sultan Hattab Wednesday said that with 
Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu’s new offer 
of very limited Israeli pullout from Palestinian lands, 
the premier aims to escape world pressure on him to 
implement the Oslo accords and at the same time 
deceive the international community into believing that 
he is for peace. Hattab said the world community realis- 
es that Netanyahu is a liar and the Palestinians continue 
to suffer as a result of his failure to respect the Israel i- 
Palestinian peace accords. Hattab said while announc- 
ing his offer to the Palestinians. Netanyahu also 
announced that a major Jewish settlement will be built 
east of Qalqilya on the occupied West Bank in March 
next year. Since Netanyahu is determined to kill the 
peace process, the Palestinians should not give in and 
accept his conditions neither should they accept any 
change in the Oslo accords which cal! for a complete 
Israeli withdrawal from the occupied Palestinian territo- 
ry. stressed the writer. He said the Palestinians should 
not give Netanyahu a chance to deceive the world com- 
munity but should expose his lies and falsehoods and 
cling hard to their legitimate rights. He urged Arab 
countries to fully support the Palestinian leadership s 
stand. 


Al Dustour’s Mohammad Daoud said he feared the 
present government’s continued borrowing of lunds 
from other nations and institutions would only further 
burden the slate treasury. What is disturbing. Daoud 
said, is that most of the borrowed money is channelled 
towards projects which are not urgent and in fact could 
be postponed. The government should avoid borrowing 
to keep from accumulating debts and should work to 
make the country self-reliant, the writer said. The gov- 
ernment is expected to reduce general expenditure and 
restrict capital expenditure to income-generating pro- 
jects and those that employ ihc greater numbers ot peo- 
ple. he said. The writer said Jordan is still reeling under 
the consequences of the already heavy debts and is 
struggling to pay them back: and therefore should leom 
a lesson from past experience and avoid exposing the 
countrv to further set backs. 


View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


Higher education means innovation too 


INCREASINGLY. OUR conception of univer- 
sity class experience — especially at the 
undergraduate level — is changing. Not long 
ago. and at many Arab universities until nuw. 
the class situation (like the school class situa- 
tion some time ago was instructor-based. 
Halls were culled — at many universities, they 
are called so until now — lecture halls. The 
assumption is that a professor comes, either 
with a bunch of papers in his/her hand or with 
thoughts fully formulated in his/her mind, to 
lecture at or dictate to students. The students 
sit and faithfully record what they hear. 

L ! ntil now. there are a number of university 
professors (a minority no doubt, but a signifi- 
cant minority. | would say) who come To the 
lecture hall to lecture. When they talk about a 
literary author, a historical figure, a social 
issue, an economic matter, a political event, 
etc., they come with the intention of reciting to 
the students not only the basic facts (which 
students can easily find in the library) but also 
the analysis of the facts. In other words, such 
professors do every thing on behalf of the stu- 
dents: they get the information from library 
resources, put them together in a coherent pre- 
sentation. present them to the class, raise ques- 


tions and answer them, analyse, think, agree 
and disagree (with themselves), argue (with 
themselves), debate (with themselves), and 
conclude, all while the .students arc watching. 

The majority of us reject this old-fushiuned 
method. We have come to view the lecture- 
hall situation as a school-classroom situation. 
University students, like school students, arc 
learners, first and foremost — partly because 
our schools, until now. have not succeeded in 
endowing the students with all the learning we 
wish to endow them with (most of the lime, in 
other words, we find ourselves at the universi- 
ty doing what the teachers in the earlier stages 
of learning should have done; in this sense the 
university becomes an extension to the 
school), and partly because, due to the emer- 
gence of graduate studies, undergraduate stu- 
dents are no longer thought of as scholars or 
mini-scholars (graduate students are) hut as 
learners still. 

What this means is that professors luivc to 
come to understand better the way undergrad- 
uate university students leam anil tailor their 
approaches to fit students' needs more radical- 
ly than they do at present. 

In light of this, we at the university level 


need to make several crucial adjustments. 
Professors need to change their attitude and 
conception of how to approach students tt.e. 
that students arc both learners and active par- 
ticipants). need to change their method of 
communication with the students tstop lec- 
turc-delivcrvl. and need to increase students’ 
reliance on library resources. 

The very physical setting m the lecture halls 
themselves needs to be changed. Until now, in 
most of our classes seals are cemented to the 
fh»or: students cannot move, and professors 
can't move. Many professors sit at their table 
or desk the entire lime. 

The good news is that our universities are 
fully aware of the changes we need to make in 
order to make the university learning experi- 
ence u more effective one. A minority ot pro- 
fessors have already adopted the required atti- 
tudes and methods ol communication. 
Nevertheless, we need to spread the message 
among the rest. 

C'l.ivs communication l not lecturing) ought 
to he a crucial priority for us. it we want to 
transform the university learn ing/teaching 
experience into what we wish it to be. Class 
restructuring is a must. VVc need to innovate. 



Berlin called for partition of Israel 


By John Ezanl 


THE LAST written words Irnili 
the revered Jew ish- hum scholar. 
Sir Isaiah Berlin, called for the 
partition nf Israel as heing “(he 
only correct solution" I*t (lie 
Middle East. 

This deathbed appeal — more 
outspoken and categorical than 
anything lie had said before — 
was rescaled in London by Ins 
three literacy trustees. 

The philosopher, who died in 
Oxford last month aged XS. was 
a 1 1 felling Zionist. He detested 
publicity, hut Irieiids knew he 
was deeply worried hv Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu'*, stance. On 
November 5. before his last 
I icart attack, he dictated the 
statement in Ins wile, and autho- 
rised its publication. 

Sir Isaiah's siatemeni said. 
“Since both sides begin with a 


and since neither claim can be 
accepted within the realms of 
realism or without grave injus- 
tice. it is plain that compromise 

— i.e. partition — i> the only 
correct solution. . . 

“Ideally, what we are calling 
for is a relationship of good 
neighbours, but. given the num- 
ber fit bignicd terrorist chauvin- 
ism -m both sides, this is imprac- 
ticable 

“The solution must lie some- 
what along the lines of reluctant 
toleration, lor fear <•! far worse 

— i.e. a savage war which could 
intliei irreparable damage on 

both .sides. 

"As tor Jerusalem, it must 
remain the capital of Israel v. uh 
the Muslim hoi) places being 
extra-territorial to a Muslim 
autlkirity: and :i smallish Arab 
quarter with guarantee from the 
O.N. of preserving that position 

— bv force if necessary." 


claim of toiitl possession of 
Palcsiinc uVlhci'r HlsibricaV riY’hi. 


The Cnt< t niton 


African democratisation poses dilemmas 


By John Gay Yoh 


REPEATED ATTEMPTS by 
Western scholars to disown the 
concept of ’democracy* from 
African culture have confused sev- 
eral African pditicians .ind deci- 
sion makers, and indeed led some 
of them to believe that the concept 
of an open political system is a 
Western invention. In the West, 
democracy is associated with the 
idea of “nationhood." a sense of 
being a homogeneous society For 
the last fixe centuries. Europeans 
were able to de-tribalisc their tribes 
and thus form nation-states. That 
there arc genuine moves to de-trih- 
ali^c African societies, is a reality 
to be reckoned with. It is not that 
African societies like the idea of 
de-tribalisution. but the reality is 
that they just do not have a choice. 

The trend of industrial-urban life 
requires that such a process has ic* 
lake place! De-rrihalisation means 
more urbanisation, hence Ihc cre- 
ation of a new semi -homogeneous 
pluralistic society, whereby, politi- 
cal participation is subject to new 
sets of non-trihal laws. I think this 
kind ol process is taking place in 
several African societies these 
days. Whether this i-. a healthy 
socio-political change or not. it is 
left to history to judge. The essence 
of my argument is that some vti of 
change i> happening in Africa. :ir.d 
denying nr ignoring it would he a 
gross mistake. 

" True, many African leaders have 
long complained, with some justifi- 
cation. that the Western media give 
false impressions by only reporting 
on the “horsemen of the African 
apocalypse”: civil wars, corruption, 
coups, famines and epidemic-. 
Despite some remarkable changes 
which arc taking place, there seems 
to be nothing new happening oul of 
Africa. Yet somewhere in between, 
the dux -to-day changes in the conti- 
nent arc left out. This reality reach- 
es its climax in urban slums and m 
scattered villages on the mountains 
or in tile vast marshes of African 
forest*. This reality is a brutal, sic 
mental, jnvful and of course fearful. 
Ironically.' and indeed mistakenly, 
the picture in the Western media is 
drawn in such a w ay that the “Good 
SamariTan”f"Generrus Benefactor" 
are she Western companies and the 
NGOs operating in the continent. 
Not -knowing, half-fearing or jvr- 
hap- tin willing to recognise The 
falsehood of Iheir (he 

Wcsram firms opt In deal with 
in, "e.tsV' going friendly conn 
ine-." where “the good-guys and 
the bud-euvs" are clearly defined. 


Thus, they have to report what fils 
their interests. Unfortunately, in 
business terms they are morally 
right. This is one side of the coin. 
But one wonders whether democra- 
tization works due In the credibility 
of reports from without the society 
or from within it’’ 

The other side nf the coin lies 
xxithin African leadership. Most 
African leaders tend to belittle their 
role in democratising their societies 
to the point of complete depen- 
dence on what outsiders “think" is 
right and not xvh.it "actually” is the 
reahtx. I nr example, the concept of 
“consensual democracy" in African 
societies has always been an inte- 
gral part of xvhat is often referred to 
as “ African collective participation 
behaviour." best known in the West 
as “popular democracy " Many 
Western scholars tried to dissuade 
Alncjn politicians to believe (hat. 
the concept of nijforitx rule "cannot 
work in African societies, for it 
emails unanimity, and can only be 
practised in societies where people 
are assumed to he aware of their 
rights and obligations and capable 
of differentiating between private 
and public interests. Thus for these 
critics, “consensual democracy" 
cannot work in Atnca. 

Ii was then that these Western 
academics began to preach the idea 
of one- parry system. Their argu- 
ment vi as i hat. since African soci- 
eties uie inh.illy made-up. a one- 
puny system will make it possible 
to ax oul lengthy discussion and 
opens the barriers that were Mock- 
ing "national" unity. But ns it 
turned oui later, the single-party 
doctrine, which is alien to African 
vulture, became an obstacle to the 
national integration itself. For one. 
i! teaches people to behave deceit- 
fully. to conceal their true feelings, 
and indeed if became tin* promoter 
of tribalism, where individuals, 
alienated by life (xfdicialori.il soci- 
ety. turn to tnhe. ethic origin or reli- 
gion as a sale haven. I think it is not 
fjshiunaMe any longer to ask 
whether j one-party system is fit 
lor \fncan societies or mil. 

The conceptual dilemma sCerns to 
emanate from ihe idea that 
“dempskralns" or democracy, is 
linked to ancient Greece — later 
incorporated into European culture 
— and thus makes democracy an 
exclusive European property. 
Because ol that, regretfully though, 
some Africans look uncomfortable 
at the julhmiiy of African democra- 
cy, hence not admitting the fact 
thal. Hie pliable nature of democra- 
cy should draw their attention tt» the 
universal!!! of democracy us 3 con- 


cept. Yet il is Ivyoncl doubt that 
democracy is not a total universal 
model for a society, but only a 
political regime practiced by each 
society in accordance with its tradi- 
tional heritage. Again, one .should 
emphasise that democracy as a 
code of governance may fail in a 
given .society, and may lead to eco- 
nomic crises, social violence and 
increased inequality. It has m be 
nursed within appropriate lime 
scale. While freedom of expression 
or privacy is a prerequisite for 
healthy denu sialic set up. it is ih>i 
enough in the absence ot real 
choice for political participation 
Hence the time factor counts more 
than anything else in the democrat i- 
saluwi process. 

Again, democracy is not just a 
lacing field or a competitive politi- 
cal slock -market. Il is the ability of 
each person in the society to act as 
a citi/cn — actually feci and act as 
such — i" defend his/her ideas, 
rights and interests. Il is mie that 
where theie is no political partici- 
pation of (lie majority of eiti/ens. 
there can never be democracy. 
Because, wheic |xn!iiicul participa- 
tion is weak, choices become limit- 
ed to few. After all. democracy is 
based on mutual concern of funn- 
ing a government capable of ensur- 
ing communal i nice rai i on. *T( has in 
be representative, and itsf officials 
should know- the society’s priorities 
and should work for people or at 
least try in do so. 

To pm ii ddfcreiilly. it is when 
cultural values in a given society 
and social con 11 ids arc inter- related 
that it becomes possible to hmld up 
democratic institutions. Whenever 
yon ilo away with common cultural 
oriental ii m in the society, the end 
result is civil war. If on the other 
hand you lake away social conflict, 
you will definitely pci unity rather 
than division. I think the best \xav 
to convince the citizens to accept 
democratisation — meaning partic- 
ipatory system — is when they are 
convinced that democracy is the 
inily workable pnlitic.il regime that 
allows nr gives mom Tor solid com- 
bination ol defence of individual 
rights, personal interests and the 
concern for public iniercsis. To 
maintain this conviction, education 
plays a big role m formal ion of 
‘‘national" identity in a tribal soci- 
ety. and thus ii becomes possible In 
create a new hut distinct Airicau 
political culture. 

This new political culture should 
^ !V S «* ,,n ihe understanding that 
politics is nothing bin ulhnit people. 
Il is thus important m note that, 
people cannot work, think, grow! 


invent or for that nutter love in 
absence of inspired freedom of 
choice. It is when people arc free 
(hat they are able to retrieve the 
experiences of their history and 
transcend the present and therefore 
Ixeenme ready m project alternative 
In lures. | ihmk in every society, 
people need each other and thus 
they have to live among communi- 
ties in order b> help each other — in 
solidarity — in solve their prob- 
lems. They have to share services 
and face iliffie nines as one hodv b 
is iluis iii meed ilia: several African 
societies prelei gradual sh.mge and 
slow tr.uMor ir’.alioii [.ike other 
societies elsewhere, they have great 
respect lor social norms, they reiver 
anarchic authority, hut they accept 
a limitless regime Irev choice'. 

As the majority ot Africans lound 
themselves alienated from the 
power centre, lack ol mutative and 
responsibility became part o| soci- 
ety problem. As usual, (he know I- 
edge ot the source of the authority 
reminds the rulers about their 
responsibilities. Thus when people 
are alienated, the polities of open 

society becomes politics of amier. 

pride. inisn.ifioiT. prejudice and Thai 
of negative competition Whenever 
the large segment of the sociciv. 
lawyers, students, or farmers 

become less concerned with the 
major problems ,»f African soci- 
eties. the political life in these soci- 
eties becomes more and mure the 
work ol a very small professional 
minority of politicians, experts, 
technicians, and bureaucrats One 
should also add that it is often limes 
when politicians in» longer lead and 
people no longer actively support 
public* affairs dial governance loses 
us cultural image, even in ihc so- 
called advanced democratic soci- 
eties. People would nu longer have 
interest in voting, and political life 
becomes monotonous. It is an rmeri 
secret that the law of nature' in 
every society stipulates that man 
has no lordship over man. neither 
has any general ion dominion over 
generations which are to Inlknv. U 
is by direct participation ami 
activism ol all members of ihc 
community — and not by what out- 
siders or their media say about th.it 
community -- ih.it fresh solutions 
van be provided lor both the old 
and tlte new problems. Africans 
should lenin lo slop blaming others 
for their own mude mistakes. 


IT 

OCCURRED 
TO ME... 


Unfortunate 

fortune-teller 


By Ali Kassay 


Thv writer h an us-.tiriuu- 
rt'u tm hcr at the Km at Institute for 
inter- Faith Studios in Amman. Hr 
« ontrihuiai this arm lo to the 
Jordan Times. 


ONE DAY. about a year 
and a half ago. my car 
happened lo be in the 
garage lor one of those 
sporadic bouts of main- 
tenance. at Lhe end of 
which a mechanic invari- 
ably emerges wiih a 
handful of screws which, 
he assures me. are sur- 
plus to need. Therefore 
that morning found me ar 
a spot frequented by 
taxis, trying desperately 
to attract the attention of 
one of the cab drivers 
who passed and who. as 
if by a prior unanimous 
decision, ignored me in 
their search for a lady 
client, preferably one 
dressed in a short skirt. 

As I was so occupied I 
was approached by one 
of the hawkers thar roam 
the streets trying to sell 
carpets which make' you 
think wistfully of colour 
blindness. This, as I was 
to discover, is their sec- 
ond profession. A side 
activity, if you want. 
Their real income, as it 
turned oul. is derived 
from fortune Telling, 
which was the service 
that he offered me. 

When I answered thal 
the market for his skill 
was low enough to be 
non-existent, he decided 
to impress me with his 
prowess and said: 
“When you were young, 
you fell very ill and 
came close to death, but 
God chose to save you. 
now thank God for his 
mercy." Well, the faith- 
ful should always thank 
God for his blessings, 
hut the soorHsayer's 
insight in my past cbuld 
not have been furthef 
from the truth, since 1 
have always enjoyed the 
best of health. An infre- 
quent cold was about the 
i size of it. and I told him 
I so. but he persisted: 

{ “Of course, il was your 
| son who fell ill." He 
; suggested. “1 have no 
children." I informed 
him. "Of course, some- 
| one has cast a spell on j 
I you to stop you from j 
j procreating." He : 

: declared. “1 have no] 
children because I ami 
\ not married yet." I ; 

; explained, which was 1 
, correct at the lime.! 
‘A ex' Yes!" He : 

; exclaimed, having a( Iasi \ 
i homed in on his target.] 

■ "Someone has put a spell ! 

: on you in prevent you! 

. from marrying. Now 
jgive me 20 dinars and Ii 
. will reverse the spell." I j 
' cmiLI have explained; 

: that 1 was engaged to be I 
! married, hut I was get- j 
i ring bored with him by ; 

■ then. “Go away, you ; 

| shall nr»i have a penny.” I ! 
i ’•aid. “OK. OK. 1 shall , 
.break the spell for 10 j 
i dinars.” He offered, then i 
. he added, having noticed ; 

: the lack of interest: . 

• "Well, fixe dinar*. on c , 

, dinar... Look. 1 have had: 

no breakfast, please give j 
i me something." j 

! 1 relate this*story to you . 

| (“ explain how surprised; 

I xx as ihe other evening 
. w hen I learnt that these j J 
< charlatans run a vcr> j f 
lucrative business. The ; 

1 more specialised among 
; I hem. appnrenrly. haw ' 
i regular salons where . 

■ they conduct Iheir pflK* • 
i lice openlv despite 

! illegality. Ii would 
appear that many people 
’ I font our highly educated 1 
;.md God-fearing S»ciei> ; 
i s eck such service* avid* 
i fv. .me] are huppy w he 
: separated from hundreds ; 

• (| l dinars at a go* *° 

; return. 

j Funnily enough. 0RC 
: person who travelled to J 
; distant village to seek the 
cnunsel of a reputable i 
i soothsayer could not find r 
! his address, so xhc; 

I ‘•ought and received 
j directions from — wart; 

| for it. a policeman- 
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Micro, small enterprises can contribute 
to development goals — Queen 


Following is the foil text of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor’s working paper for The 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation and the 
International Labour Organisation s 
Regional Seminar on Micro and Small 
Enterprise Promotion for Women in the 
Arab Region which the Queen delivered 
on Tuesday. 

WE ARE very grateful for the 
International Labour Organisation's 

extensive support of this important gath- 
ering of Arab officials and practitioners in 
micro credit and small enterprises. This 
seminar exemplifies the legacy of the 
United Nations' constructive contribution 
to Arab development. I would also like to 
thank the many Jordanians, who worked 
so tirelessly to bring you all together here 
today. We hope this meeting will foster 
deeper national and regional partnerships 
among interested organisations, in the ser- 
vice of sustained improvements in the 
quality of life of Arab women and their 
communities. 

The lasr decade has shown that — 
alongside education — successful female- 
targeted micro credit and micro enterpris- 
es are the most effective way in the medi- 
um term to enhance the Arab woman’s 
personal status and her contribution to 
national economic development. By 
bringing women into formal economies, 
micro enterprises help to release the Arab 
World’s single greatest untapped indige- 
nous source of economic innovation, pro- 
duction, and growth. This important reali- 
sation is now being translated into fact at 
the global, national and local levels. 

Global fora such as the Founh World 
Conference on Woman and the Copen- 
hagen Social Summit identified many 
constraints to women’s increased contri- 
butions to worldwide economic growth, 
while proposing strategies to remedy the 
situation. The World Baok has already 
earmarked $200 million for loans to poor 
women entrepreneurs, and at the recent 
Washington micro credit summit UNDP 
launched a $41 million global Microstart 
programme. Many bilateral donors are 
following suit, such as USAID’s alloca- 
tion of $120 million this year for world- 
wide micro enterprise development. The 
world's embracing of micro credit today 
as a feasible component of national devel- 
opment strategy is largely a result of the 
pioneering work started two decades ago 
by Professor Mohammad Yunus of 
Bangladesh; his loans to poor women 
have resulted in the largest micro credit 
bank in the world, the Grameen Bank, 
with repayment rates that are greater than 
those of commercial banks. The Grameen 
Bank experience verifies that micro cred- 
it is not only sound human development; 
it is also prudent and profitable banking. 

At the national level, all the countries of 
this region are experiencing economic 
adjustment policies that shift responsibili- 
ty for job creation from the public to the 
private sectors. Micro enterprises and 
small-to-medium-scale businesses are 
proven to be the most cost-efficient means 
of creating a substantial number of new 
jobs; the economic growth they trigger is 
also likely to be sustainable in the long 
term, because their centre of gravity is 
firmly anchored in the dynamism of pri- 
vate initiative. At the local and commodi- 
ty level, and usually out of sheer necessi- 
ty of increasing family incomes, more and 
more Arab women engage in entrepre- 
neurial activity, generally without the 
benefits of training, credit, or technical 
know-how. Micro enterprises with a 
strong training component are extremely 
effective in increasing women’s produc- 
tivity and contributions to their local 
economies. Equally importantly, micro 
enterprises promote development with 
social stability, because the form of eco- 
nomic activity they spark is culturally 
acceptable, technologically realistic, envi- 
ronmentally prudent, and sensitive to pre- 
serving the traditional social cohesion and 
moral jhregrity of Arab society. UNDP 


studies have also shown that when women 
control the cash income from such busi- 
nesses, it is more likely to be spent on 
child survival and other human develop- 
ment issues. 

Micro credits and small enterprises can 
contribute to simultaneously achieving all 
Arab economic and social development 
goals: They enhance the skills, capabili- 
ties and self-confidence of individual 
women, deepen women’s participation in 
community life, make fuller use of avail- 
able national talent, create jobs, generate 
wealth, combat poverty, strengthen the 
role of the private sector, relieve central 
government financial burdens, and pro- 
mote gender equality in legal, labour, edu- 
cational and other sectors. 

By expanding women's access to public 
services and releasing their productive 
energy, micro enterprises are a key to 
breaking the cycle of poverty and depen- 
dence. By increasing women’s participa- 
tion in public life at the community level, 
micro credit and micro enterprises deepen 
the Arab experience in shur a, ijma’a, 
democracy, and other forms of participa- 
toiy and accountable decision-making. By 
simultaneously enhancing women’s per- 
sonal, political and economic status, they 
empower women to achieve economic 
autonomy and promote integrated and 
sustainable development. 

Indeed, national development can only 
truly be called 'sustainable'’ when it 
advances the political, social, economic 
and personal rights of men and women 
alike — thereby tapping their full human 
and material assets and deepening their 
sense of national identity and commit- 
ment. This is why we in Jordan have 
embraced micro credit as a critical com- 
ponent of our national social productivity 
programme as well as of community- 
based development efforts managed by 
NGOs. The latest surveys indicate that 
over 24 million dinars have been made 
available to some 7,000 borrowers, repre- 
senting 56,000 family members, and the 
available funds for lending are expected 
to double in the next two years. Some 
NGOs have developed innovative credit 
programmes based on Islamic values, 
such as “murabaha” or in-kind borrowing. 

The ongoing worldwide reassessment of 
development strategies will impact the 
life prospects of billions of people in the 
next cenrury. Central to this question is 
the role of women at community level, 
particularly the linkages between women, 
poverty, the e conomy, the environment, 
and education. Female- managed micro 
enterprises are an effective antidote to the 
chronic cycle of poverty- ignorance-and- 
poor health that plagues many of the 
world’s poor women. They are a unique 
point of convergence of human talent, 
personal rights, private enterprise, nation- 
al development policies, and the consen- 
sus global ethic for human rights and well 
being. 

Your gathering here this week should 
expand the contribution of micro* credit 
and micro enterprises to Arab develop- 
ment This is a valuable opportunity to 
share experiences, io learn from one 
another, and to develop common national 
strategies that can benefit from economies 
of scale in the marketplace of ideas. 
Beyond the generic advantages I men- 
tioned above, micro enterprises in the 
Arab World are especially important in 
view of the relatively low level of 
women’s participation in economic or 
public life. The Arab women’s participa- 
tion rate in the formal economy is 25 per 
cent, compared to 39 per cent in the devel- 
oping world; and Arab women’s participa- 
tion rate in political life is just 4 percent, 
compared to 10 percent in the developing 
world. This is in sharp contrast with the 
rapid pace of women’s progress in most 
Arab countries in health and education, 
for example, or in increased family 
awareness of good health practices. Arab 
states have made the fastest progress in 
women's education in the last two 


Gatch the wind; chip ta 


By Jeao-Clande Elias 

EVER SINCE the PC was launched in the early eighties, hard- 
ware (the equipment) has been chasing software (die pro- 
grammes), trying to catch up with it — an apparently contradic- 
tory situation as they are supposed to work in harmony. Both ele- 
ments are normally designed to complement each other ro allow 
users to make the best of computer systems. One expects hard- 
ware and software to be well synchronized and fine tuned as one 
entity. For the past 15 years, however, software has been 
improved much faster than hardware. 

A detailed technical analysis may reveal several reasons why 
this is the case, but the main one is very simple: software design- 
ers and hardware manufacturers are different people in different 
corporations. Admittedly, there is some kind of cooperation 
between them, otherwise nothing would work at all. Unfortunate- 
ly the level of cooperation is not what it is supposed to be. Soft- 
ware developers like Microsoft Corel or Lotus keep releasing 
products that are increasingly demanding in terms of hardware 
performance. Manufacturers like Intel, Seagate or Western Digi- 
tal sometimes just can’t keep up with them. When Windows 3.1 
Operating System (OS) was launched about 10 years ago, the 
average PC proved to have inadequate equipment resources to 
allow the OS to run at acceptable speed. Memory’ was too little, 
hard disks slow and microprocessors (CPUs) too weak for the job. 
The hardware was only suitable for the simpler MS-DOS OS. 

We then saw an improvement about every six months - memo- 
ry grew cheaper, hard disks enlarged in storage capacity and 
speed and CPUs became truly powerful. A ”486” computer with 
16MB (million bytes or characters) and a 120MB hard disk would 
ensure satisfactory performance under Windows 3.1. 

By ihe'end of 1994 hardware had joined software at power 


level. Users thought that plain sailing was going to last for a 
while. Microsoft didn't see it that way. At the end of 1994 they 
released the now ubiquitous Windows95 OS. In terms of overall 
performance, users were back to square one - hardware, again, 
was not up to the job. True, Windows95 introduced many features 
that users needed and were expecting, bur not at the expense of 
global performance and speed. The new OS was too big. too 
heavy for a “486" CPU. Hardware manufacturers counter- 
attacked with the Pentium. Starting with the ill-fated Pentium 75. 
to reach monstrously powerful CPUs like the current Pentium II 
300 model. Naturally memoty makers and hard disk designers did 
their bit too, and 2 GB (2 billion characters) are now commonly 
found. So after 3 years of fighting, hardware is again delivering 
good performance under Wi ndows95. just like the 486 was doing 
under Windows 3.1 in 1994. What does Microsoft have in store 
for us in the short future? There doesn’t seem to be any indication 
of drastic OS changes. Next year will see the release of Win- 
do ws98 and Windows NT 4,0. Both systems however do not rep- 
resent a major change, they are but minor enhancements of exist- 
ing versions. Windows95 on the other hand was truly different 
from Windows 3.!. With Microsoft maintaining their Windows 
95/98 OS and Intel's plans to produce a successor for the Pentium 
CPU before the year 2,000 hardware may well lei software run 
after it for a change. The new processor, code-named “Merced" 
for the time being, may take Windows-based systems to new 
heights of performance. Until ... 



decades; female literacy has more than 
doubled since the early 1970s, and life 
expectancy has increased from 5 1 to 63.3 
years. 

While women in some Arab countries 

still require better access to education and 
health facilities, female entrepreneurs in 

all Arab countries require better access to 
training, credit, technical support, and 
market knowledge. A recent study con- 
ducted by Mu'tah University in Jordan 
reveals an enormous gap between demand 
and availability of credit for women: in 
the five years after 1991. demand for 
credit among women increased bv over 

340 per cent, but access to credit by 
women was far below demand — due to 
the absence of specialised credit institu- 
tions and the inability of women to pro- 
vide guarantees demanded by tradition- 
bound banks. 

More and more Arab women, whether 
well educated or not, already use their 
skills as wage earners and self-employed 
entrepreneurs. Quite a few women benefit 
from efforts by governments, private 
companies or n on-go vern mental organisa- 
tions to increase women's productive par- 
ticipation in the economy. Some women 
have established their own professional 
associations to support other women 
entrepreneurs, and a few enterprising 
Arab business and professional women 
have emerged as role models. The legal 
base is already in place for a major leap 
forward in women's integration in Arab 
economic development. 

Your challenge and opportunity at this 
seminar is to document clearly the suc- 
cesses achieved to date in this pioneering 
field, while identifying the constraints and 
weaknesses that need to be overcome. I 
urge you to delineate in detail the particu- 
lar and complementary roles that can be 
best played by governments. NGOs, the 
private sector and international develop- 
ment agencies. 

The state should ensure equal access to 
resources and infrastructural needs, pro- 
vide an enabling legal environment, and 
include women in all poverry-eradi cation 
efforts. The private sector should offer 
women and micro enterprises equal 
access to jobs, training and credit. Non- 
governmental organisations should con- 
tinue promoting women's roles as partici- 
pants in the mainstream economy and in 
public decision-making. International 
agencies should continue to provide their 
valuable technical expertise, and promote 
mean_s of sharing experiences andTessbns: 
Together we can form a vital partnership 
for personal dignity, national develop- 
ment, and worldwide peace and stability. 

From our own experience in Jordan and 
our interaction with colleagues from other 
countries, we are convinced of the central 
role to be played in this field by non-gov- 
emmental organisations (NGOs). By pro- 
moting market-oriented and innovative 
productive ventures by women — such as 
handicrafts, apparel, food processing and 
furnishings — NGOs have helped w omen 
to develop their personal talents, increase 
their family incomes, meet local market 
demand, stimulate export demand, and 
contribute meaningfirlly to the public life 
of their communities. As micro credit and 
micro enterprises become more central to 
Arab community development efforts, we 
anticipate that national NGOs will play a 
correspondingly larger catalytic role, 
given their flexibility, innovation, 
dynamism and close contacts at the com- 
munity level. 

We look forward to your recommenda- 
tions on how best to integrare women into 
the development process and public life 
and how to increase female employment, 
while maintaining the strength and 
integrity of the Arab family. We hope that 
you can provide policy recommendations 
for public and private sector institutions 
working in this field — perhaps even sug- 
gesting region-wide projects to continue 
the coordination and mutual learning that 
have been initiated here this week. 


Mutawi honoured 



The big nen\r this week 
was lhai a Royal Decree 
has been issued to present 
Minister of State for Infor- 
mation Affairs Samir 
Mutawi with the Kawkab 
Medal of the First Order. 

Dr. Mutawi obtained his 
bachelors degree in eco- 
nomics from the London 
School of Economics 
where he specialised in 
international relations, 
and his PIlD. from Read- 
ing University. He had 
served as media advisor 
to His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. worked in the private 
sector, was once vice Samir Mutawi 
preisdent for public rela- 
tions of Royal Jordanian, and was employed in various 
media establishments including the BBC World Sen’ice 
Radio, Jordan Television. Radio Jordan. Radio Holland 
and A 1 Qahus daily in Kuwait. He has been decorated with 
Al Isriklal Medal, the Austrian Silver Cross and the Italian 
Commander. Dr. Mutawi. who became a first-time minister 
in the current cabinet, in being presented with the Kawkab 
Medal, is being recognised for his contributions ro the field 
of information. 


REC UPER.\ TING: More good news is that Secretary 
General of the Ministry of Information Mohammad Amin is 
recuperating well after recent surgery. Among the many 
persons who visited him in hospital with get-well wishes 
was Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali, himself a medical 
doctor. 


SUCCESS IS HIS BLUEPRINT: Once again Jordanian 
architects continue to make their mark and receive recog- 
nition for their talents. Last week The kudos went to Jafar 
I. Tukan. a seasoned recipient of several awards for aivhi- 
t centre and proprietor of Jafar Tukan & Parmers, Archi- 
tects & Engineers. This rime it woj his design of a theolo- 
gy school in Al Medina. Saudi Arabia that won him. along 
with his Saudi Arabian associates on the project. Abalkhail 
Consulting Engineers, the A! Medina Award for Architec- 
ture for 1997. The project consists of a school building, 
mosque, library, auditorium, student housing, commercial 
facilities and a hotel, in addition to semces, and that rari- 
ty of all rarities, parking. The merits of the design were its 
architectural and fiutctional excellence, total response to 
climatic and environmental properties of the locale, 
through a "spatial composition inspired by Arab Islaiiu'c ' 
tradition in corrmnporary architectural terms. " In 1992 
Mr. Tukan naj the recipient of the Arab Architect Award 
presented by the Organisation of Arab Cities, which also 
presented him with the Arab Project Award for his SOS 


Children's Village in Amman in 19SS. Mr. Tukau's SOS 
Children’s Ullage in Aqaba won him the World Habitat 
Award in 1993. 

**** 

MOVING HOMEWARDS: UNICEF Regional Director 
for the Middle East and North Africa Farid Rahman is tak- 
ing up a nt’ir post as special adviser based in Islamabad. 
Pakistan, his place of origin. There he will undertake spe- 
cial assignments on behalf of the United Nations Children s 
Fund Executive Director Carol Bellamy. Mr. Rahman held 
several senior positions in UNICEF including representa- 
tive to China and Mongolia, representative to Sudan, 
deputy regional director for the Middle East and North 
Africa, and representative to Sri Lanka and the Maldives. 
He also worked at UNICEF's New York headquarters in a 
senior capacity in the Office of Planning and Evaluation. 
Mr. Farid will be succeeded by ihrahima Fall of Senegal in 
mid-December. Dr. Fall sened as UNICEF represenutth e 
in Lagos. Nigeria since 1995. He has also been chief of the 
Africa Section at headquarters. Dr. Fall joined UNICEF in 
1976. He is a graduate of the University of Bordeaux where 
he earned a degree in political science and he obtained a 
masters in international relations, public administration 
and comparative politics at the University of California at 
Berkely. He obtained his doctorate in polrical science and 
economic development from the Fondation National t dc 
Science Politique in Paris. 


IT OCCURRED TO THEM: United States Information 
Sen’ice Information Specialist Apkar Hagopian retire v 
after nearly 23 years of work at the U.S. Embassy in 
Amman. Although he made no announcements of his future 
plans, he certainly has some R&R coming to him. The 
embassy head-hunters have studied a few dozen applica- 
tions of candidates for Hagopian 's position. Their final 
choice vtw the perspicacious Ali Knssay. As fate would 
have it. Mr. Hagopian »iw once A ’assay’s English language 
teacher at the De LaSalle School back in the early 70 s. 
Kassay. the writer of the column "It occurred to me. . . " 
right here in the Jordan Times, obtained a BSc in Man- 
chester, England and a masters in political science in for- 
eign sen’ice at Georgetown University in Washington. D.C. 


YOUR NAME UP IN LIGHTS: Now here this. The new 
Palace of Justice is planning to utstall electronic facilities 
that should take the pressure off finding where one should 
show oneself when summoned to court. A billboard, along 
the lines of those found at major airports everywhere, is 
being designed to provide information about nearly every- 
one and everything in a case, except perhaps the verdict. 
Flashed across the board will be the names of plaintiff, 
defendants, witness, judges, as well as the scheduled time 
of the Case hearing and its room number. The project is 
expected rd Cost. JD1.2 million. See you in court. 

Jennifer Hamarneh 
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Jordan and Iraq to consider expanding 
annual trade protocol later this month 


By GhaJia AIul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


needs from Iraq, its sole 
crude supplier for years. 


AMMAN — Jordan and 
Iraq will open talks later 
this month on ways to 
expand their annual 
trade protocol under 
which Baghdad is 
expected to" raise the 
amount of free oil sup- 
plies to the Kingdom, an 
official source said 
Wednesday. 

The source said the 
meeting would be held 
in two weeks but could 
not set a date. 

Industry and Trade 
Minister" Hani Mulki 
told the Jordan Times 
that Amman had not yet 
decided on its 1998 oil 


He said the amounts 
needed would be 
defined by the end of 
this year. 

Under its 1997 proto- 
col. Iraq agreed to sup- 


col. Iraq agreed to sup- 
ply Jordan with 75,000 
barrels of oil per day. 


Iraq items sanctioned by 
the embargo such as 
medicine. " food and 
other humanitarian sup- 
plies. 

Jordan, once Iraq's 
main trade partner, has 
been pushine for an 
increase in the amount 


much of it for free, in 
repayment of an old 

Despite United 

Nations sanctions 
imposed on Iraq after it 
invaded Kuwait in 
August 1990, the U.N. 
has allowed Jordan to 
continue oil imports 
from Baghdad. 

The annual protocol 
allows Jordan to sell 


of free oil supplies to the 
country which stood at 


$300 million this year. 

Jordan supplied Iraq 
with goods and services 
worth" some $255 mil- 
lion under this year's 
protocol. 

The source said Jor- 
dan's private sector was 
pushing for an expan- 
sion of the protocol to 
include more commodi- 
ties that are not listed in 


the recent U.N. -Iraq oil- 
for-food deal. 

He gave no further 
details. 

Many Jordanian 

traders have criticised 
tough Jordanian 

enforcement of U.N. 
sanctions on Iraq, saying 
they were unable lo sell 
commodities that were 
originally created for the 
Iraqi market in other 
countries. 

Earlier this year. Iraqi 
President Saddam Hus- 
sein ordered a $50 mil- 
lion increase in this 
year's oil grant to Jor- 
dan. which reached 
S250 million in 1996. 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MAKXXT 
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PAST 17 

MONTHS 

COMPANY’S NAME 

P / * 

orv. 

HO. 

vo. or 

VALUE 

OPEN 

CLOSE 

CHANCE 






TRANS. 


JD 




346 . OOO 

249.000 

ARAB BANK 

15.3 

1.20 

9 

7880 

2635720 

333.00 

332.00 

1.00- 

N 2.340 

1.680 

JOR. NATIONAL BX. 

S 

0.00 

20 

14100 

26996 

1.92 

1.91 

.01- 

+S 3 . 600 

1.900 

BANK OF JORDAN 

5.9 

0.00 

4 

875 

1644 

1.93 

1.88 

.05- 

1.190 

.890 

MID. EAST INV.BK. 

68.3 

0.00 

2 

300 

312 

1.04 

1.04 


2.680 

2-150 

INDUSTRIAL DEV.BK. 

10.3 

6.08 

9 

10700 

27821 

2.60 

2.60 


5.300 

4.600 

THE HOUSING BK. 

15.7 

3.70 

2 

1350 

7088 

5.26 

5.25 

.01- 

S 4.180 

1.850 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

10.6 

0.00 

12 

10887 

21591 

1.97 

1.99 

.02* 

1.050 

.740 

JOR. CULT BANK 

4.4 

9.46 

3 

1500 

1120 

.75 

.74 

.01- 

S 4.050 

2.900 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

15-0 

3.25 

80 

46344 

139926 

3.05 

2.95 

. 10- 

1.530 

1.110 

UNION BK.SAV.INV. 

P 

0.00 

3 

1700 

1945 

1.22 

1.15 

.03* 

3.900 

3.080 

JOR. INV. FIN. BANK 

24.1 

0.00 

2 

850 

3188 

3.80 

3.75 

.05- 

1.900 

.870 

BBIT.AL-HAL IBSITNAJ 

.5 

17.05 

3 

1000 

880 

.89 

.BB 

.01- 

5.150 

3.370 

ARAB BANKING CO. 

IB. 1 

0.00 

3 

479 

1793 

3.75 

3.75 



HOLY LAND ZltSUR. 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


115.83 laiOi -0.O3 



> 611 

1.21 

1.2D 

.01- 

611 

38997 

1670 

1.92 

2.65 

1.94 

2.60 

.02* 

.05- 

7117 

1.12 

1.12 

■a 

15967 

8.31 

8.30 

.01- 

4523 

1.26 

1.30 

.04* 

26498 

3.73 

3.76 

.03* 

1 13776 

.96 

.96 

* 

1625 

1.71 

1.71 

- 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 108.72 *CBCt *0.47 



INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 117.67 *CBCr *0.36 


169 175978 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 172.27 *CHC: -0.10 


403 319401 319S3S4 
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.620 

.570 

* .610 

.800 
.570 

N .950 

.780 
TN 1.630 
.400 
.690 

♦ PA.'. 640 

>‘.750 

.660 

1.400 

J4< .470 

♦ 7.820 

S 1.000 

1.050 

tn 1.000 

3.750 


MACH.EQP. RENT. MAIN. 
CENTRAL CEN. STORAGE 
JOR. TRADE FAC. 

UNION INV. 50* 

ARAB FIR. INVEST. 
AL-SHARQ INV. CO. 
AL-DAWLIYAH 75* 
CENTDORY INV. CROUP 
JOR. I ms . MATCH -JKMCO 
ARAB food 6 MED. 
NATL. TEXTILE 
NATL. MULT- ENG. KAMICO 
MIDEAST PHARM. 75* 
UNION TOBACCO 75* 
INDS. EMC. 

NATL. POULTRY 
NAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 
ARAB I NT. rOOD TACT. 
MODERN FOOD I NO. 75* 
ARAB STEEL PIPES 


GRAND TOTAL 


0.00 

1 

2500 

1250 

.51 

.50 

.01- 

0.00 

z 

100O 

330 

.35 

.33 

.02- 

0.00 

20 

62 350 

22446 

.37 

.36 

.01- 

0.00 

12 

45100 

10373 

.73 

.73 


0-00 

3 

15650 

6407 

.42 

.40 

.02- 

0.00 

6 

5350 

4728 

.85 

.89 

.04* 

0.00 

1 

850 

366 

.69 

.68 

.01- 

0.00 

*9 

500 

855 

1.63 

1-71 

.08* 

0.00 

2 

1000 

170 

.17 

.17 


0.00 

14 

16300 

8001 

.51 

.50 

.01- 

0.00 

3 

1750 

560 

.34 

.32 

.02- 

0.00 

24 

91700 

38189 

.42 

.41 

.01- 

0.00 

1 

450 

167 

.63 

.62 

.01- 

0.00 

9 

6850 

7635 

1.35 

1.37 

.02* 

0.00 

6 

5000 

1450 

.30 

.29 

.01- 

0.00 

29 

26250 

14163 

.56 

.53 

.03- 

0.00 

19 

11300 

4666 

,6a 

.67 

.01- 

0.00 

1 

300 

285 

1.00 

.95 

.OS- 

0.00 

4 

3500 

1820 

.81 

.77 

.04- 

2.86 

2 

6000 

21000 

3.50 

3.50 



159 

303700 

144857 
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HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY. DECEMBER 4. 1997 


Bv Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Services. Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You and your leant perform 
brilliantly today. It's important to make sun: die job's done 
perfectly. Itty bitty errors will be noticed and pointed out. ^ou 
don't need to have any more of dial, so do your best to avoid 
it. Encourage your associates to strive for perfection, too. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) An authority figure — boss, 
teacher, parent — will he annoyed if he or she catches you 
daydreaming. If you show mild interest, your preoccupation 
will go undetected. You're pretty good at covering up your 
inner thoughts. Do that again today. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Gel together with n friend 
you haven't seen in ages. If you wait much longer, other 
obligations will interfere again. A gathering at your house 
should go well. Don't just think about what you can get this 
holiday season. Think about what you can give. Thai's a lot 
more satisfying. 


CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Don't let your money go 
down the drain today. An idea that works Tor somebody else 
may be nothing but anguish for you. The only investments 
worth making now involve home improvements. Fix your 
place up the way you've always wanted and you can't go 
wrong. 


LEO: t July 22 to August 21) Something you thought you'd 
have to replace might be salvageable after all. You're a good 
planner, and a visionary for the future. You have a friend, 
however, who's better at the nuts and bolls part of the opera- 
tion. That's the person you need to talk to. 


VIRGO: | August 22 to September 22) One of your assign- 
ments is something you're not sure how to do. You don't like 
to be in the spotlight. You'd much rather have somebody else 
lake over that honour. Actually, you're doing just fine. Con- 
tinue to follow the plan and your success is assured. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) The controversy 
you've had raging lately needs to be resolved. The disagree- 
ment seemed important at the time, but now it's starting to 
look trivial. It might even be getting funny. This is an indica- 
tion of growth and health. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Haw you got 
your holiday greeting cards out yet? That would be the per- 
fect chore for today. Not only will you beat the rush, but 
you'll also inspire your whole family to get busy and get 
theirs out soon. Again, you're doing a good deed just by 
doing what comes naturally. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) New 
skills you're acquiring will lead to an advance in your career. 
You do need to be applying yourself in a marketable field, but 
you don't need to be totally inhibited. If you do what you 
iove. the money will follow, right? Today, that looks quite 
likelv. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Sending 
money to a distant place will help the people who receive it 
and make you feel better as well. By getting involved, you're 
manifesting your best destiny. You're not only an entrepre- 
neur. but also a philanthropist. Share your wealth in a way 
that benefits others. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) If you distribute 
your resources wisely, you'll make a good impression on an 
older person. That one could be in a position lo increase your 
income. You're going to be creative today, that's assured. Be 


. — c c - . . — 

practical too. and you’ll win in more ways thiin you am 
imucine. 


PISCES: (February 20 to Msirch 20) You're under pressure, 
but that's all right. You're forced lo think on your feet and be 
creative. You have resources you've barely tapped. A person 
you know fnmi a big company is helpful. Don't be afraid to 
make unreasonable requests. 


Birthstnne of December: Ttirquoisc — Zircon 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Sturdy shoes 
8 One-celled 
organisms 

15 Keep on 
spinning? 

16 Craft of Venice 

17 Like sidewalk 
cafes 

18 In a goofy way 

19 Ben at The Cars 

20 Govt advisory 
grp. 

21 Actress Merkel 

22 Falsehood 

23 Asian ear make 

24 Asian holiday 

25 Orch. section 

26 Auction ending? 

27 Lepidopierist's 
equipment 

28 O.T. book 

29 Archaeological 
site 

30 Toothy deg. 

31 Unconscionable 
33 Add moisture, in 

poetry 

35 Hatchel-hurying 
occasions 

42 Beauty's mate 

43 Merriment 

44 Dancer Calloway 

47 Botanist Gray 

48 Silty bitty 

51 M«j«CO 

52 Gone by 

53 Advanced deg. 

54 Air-condit toner 
meas. 

55 Wildobeesi 

56 W. coast airport 

57 Yucatan unde 

58 Operate 

59 Egt.-Syr.. once 

60 In need of more 

scratch? 

62 Praise too highly 

64 Theseus's wile 

65 20 Questions 
classification 

66 Gain control over 

67 Deep way lo 
sleep 


TMSPUZZl«O»0i com 

5 13 lio in its lo 1 “ l 



By Tom Prtieo 
Chicago, tt. 


DOWN 

1 Anita, the 
novelist 

2 Temporary relief 

3 Like arias 

4 Cotton separator 


5 Jack Lemmon 
movie 

6 Bumps in the 
night 

7 Layers 

8 Mass prayer 

9 Peak on Crete 

10 Progressing 
goatward 

11 NYC summer 
hrs. 

12 Seethed 

13 United 

14 Loth Peter 
Wimse/s creator 

32 Lofty tennis shot 

33 Deli-sandwich 
lettors 

34 Purchased hair 

36 Counterpart ot 
spring 

37 Casino staff 
grouping 

38 Duncan and 
others 

39 Party 
conservatives 

40 Newborn 


□□hob □□□□ ucjucj 
□E 9 DQEI QHH 0 HEBEI 
HHaoBQBQnQEQnng 

0QD QCUD0 □DBQBQB 

□□□□ anna 1 
□□□□□□□OUDHnQ PEl 
HD000 □□□□ GUZKJ 

iiddb □□□00 snag 

odd nnaa bo bdqi 

□□uncnoaonananci 

□□□□ □□□□ j 

□□□□no crano nog 

□□□□□□□□□□□HEBEI 
□□□n 0QBB BB DHfl 
□□OH 000B D0E300I 
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41 Firmly 

44 Old-time Islamic 
leader 

45 Vanessa 
Redgrave title 
rote 

46 Rolling freight 
container 


48 Creighton, the \ 
genera! 

49 Workroom ? 

50 John, the poktcai I 
punti 

61 Biddy 

63 Canadian actor 
Caricu 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY. DEC EMBER 5. 1997 
By Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Services. Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 ro April 19) You and vour group will 
push hard to eel that job out this morning. The requirement 
uuain. that everything be precisely right. Make sure that 
happens. Don’t be fooled: A person who appears not to 
care actually does care very much. There is no prize for 
second place. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) There's still an oppressive 
presence in vour life, but you can pul up with th is jerk. Try 
to pav attention, too. There will be a test. Tonight, meet 
with the one friend you love best. That will make up for all 
the suffering you've had to endure. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) Are you having a celebra- 
tion tonight? Better gel provisions on your way home from 
work. If you spread word that you're entertaining, you'll 
be surprised at how many take you up on the offer. You re 
interested in everyone else, and that makes you very inter- 
est inc to them. 


CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Nobody can stretch a 
dime Tarther than vou can. »' you scrimp and save this 
moming. you'll be glad you did. There's an opportunity to 
travel coming up this weekend, possibly starting tonighL 
Usu tile money vou save to buy a nice dinner out, on the 
mad. I 


LEO: (July 22 to August 2 1 ) Stop struggling with some- 
th jnc that doesn’t seem to be working right. Go^ to an 
expert for advice. It'll be worth the expense. You're the 
leader in most situations, but today you'll be wise to take 
u back seat. Let somebody else tell you what to do. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You're way out on 
the skinny branches. Don't look down! If you concentrate 
on the task at hand, you'll be fine. You're much better at 
this than you realise. And besides, somebody out there 
likes you. So disregard any fears you might imagine and 
keep climbing. 


LIBRA: t September 23 to October 22) You'll find it easy 
to express yourself this morning. That trend diminishes as 
the day progresses. The requests you make now have a 
higher than average change of being accepted, too. Don’t 
pul them off a moment longer. Strike while you’re hot. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) You know what 
other people want. They, of course, don't have a due about 
you. This time of year, that habit's counterproductive. If 
you don't give them a push in the right direction, they're 
likely to get you the wrong tiling, again. Lei them know. 


SAGITTARIUS: l November 22 to December 21) A con- 
tact you make tonight could be valuable. Somebody you 
know well could give you a gentle shove in the right direc- 
tion. Tell your friends what you'd like to be doing next and 
see if they have any good ideas. It looks like you could get 
very lucky. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20j If you're 
planning to travel this season, buy your tickets .now. fjf 
you've been thinking about acquiring a new skill, sign up 
for the class. This doesn't have to be work-related. Go . 
ahead and trv sometiiine whimsical. 


AQUARIUS: (January 2 1 to February 19) You want to set 
a goal high enough m be interesting this year, but you don't 
want to Ncnre yourself to death. Don't worry. You'll be up 
tor whatever challenge you con imagine. Aquarians invent- 
ed the computer and put men on the moon. Shoot high, j 


PISCES: i February 20 to March 20) You're chugging 
along, checking things off your list. Focus on items still to 
be done rather than starting new projects. You won't have 
to he told w hat to celebrate tonight. Thai should be obvi- 
ous. Start by acknowledging yourself for having made it 
through u very tough day. " ! 


Birthstone of December: Turquoise — Zircon 



THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



I wanted to be a veterinarian, but 
‘ •en schooi when they made me do j 
tne Heimlich maneuver on an elephant.’ 


that scrambled WORD GAME 

by Hwtrf Arnold and Mfca 


Unscramble the** four Jumbles, 
one toner lo each square, to loiro 
Jour ordinary wqrqs, 


Strangs creatures, 
Bran's 


TANCH 




LABAN 


ilil 


VERYUP 


PRAMCE 



New arrange the eketed I81W* 10 
writ the surpnse answer, a* 
flestod by :n© above cartoon 


Antinrw harm : THE 


1 (Answers tomon**) I 

AimUe* NERVY BATCH PODIUM CAMPUS j 

A good way lo rote* on tfw weekend - j 

FAINT THE HOUSE 



Major Currencies 


USD 


USO i JOC 


0.2666 0.18E 

2-65 1.878 


0.2746 
3.2857 
0.2723 
0-66 i 0.464 


0-2937 | 0.208 




Cilr 




























- Ur ^, ur 
i? r CiJ ., r : 'i!i 

It., i 

!ppr._-,. / 1 'Ji 


■ p>.. : 

i :hi- N 

T... a , ; ! v 

! * :'l I 



OU ’. — 


can . 
and . 

Wr -,- . 
unir>^ ■ . . 
ser « -I ' . • 



e ui-. : -A 

1 10 j. 

rev.:, ; . . . 
:»u o il. 

nucn S 
ody ■ :-S. 

i j' 


’ll i!.'..,- - 

OJilli 1 • •; 

e Hi* - .. - - 
ed. 

) Oi: ’ ■ . 


Cli l . i- . 


■pJi • 


?CIJI ' 







y 


l :!r;- 


on id : . 
■\ a ■: 


5 


- ZJrv.tn 



Slssbergen 

^SS5w=^n 



Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, 


9 

December 4-5, 1997 



BUbeisi : MENA economic 
summits aim at involving Israel 
in the region's economy 

** “THE BASIC aim of the MENA eco- 
nomic summit is to involve Israel econom- 
ically with the countries of the region after 
having been isolated by the Arab boycott 
which negatively affected the Israeli econ- 
omy,’* Fakhri Bilbeisi, a member of the 
board of the Jordanian Businessmen Asso- 
ciation said in a lecture. He added that in 
the longer term, the aim is to involve Israel 
in large regional projects and then comes 
the step of indirect normalisation. 

Mr. Bilbeisi said: “To our surprise, a 
number of projects which we have signed, 
were prepared beforehand and were not the 
result of discussions during the (Doha) 
summit.” He indicated that through the 
economic summits. Israel has managed to 
enter into many projects in Jordan at the 
lowest costs. “There could also be other 
things that were discussed and may surface 
at a later date," he noted. 

The lecturer spoke about the partnership 
with the European Union and pointed out 
that the implementation of the agreement 
which was signed last month would have 
negative effects on Jordanian exports and 
the banking sector as well as the services 
sector. He attributed that to the limited 
quality of Jordanian products and, second, 
to the prices compared to similar ones in 
Europe. 

He attributed the higher cost on Jordan- 
ian products in the future to the implemen- 


tation of intellectual property rights laws 
during a short period thar would not be 
enough ro qualify the Jordanian products ro 
enter European markets. Mr. Bilbeisi 
explained that the entry of Jordanian prod- 
ucts to European markets depend largely 
on adhering to quality and international 
standards and specifications on one side 
and the value added from another side. 
However, he indicated, the period granted 
for our industries to reach the international 
standards and specification is not enough 
despite more than five billion ECUs (Euro- 
pean Currency Units) that will be provided 
for the countries of the region to qualify 
(AJ Ra’i). 

Ministry of Energy assures owners 
of gas stations, gas distributors of 
raising their commissions 

** OWNERS OF gas stations and gas 
distributors have decided to postpone a 
stoppage that they planned for this month 
until the beginning of next year after they 
were assured by die minister of energy' that 
the Ministerial Development Committee 
has approved an increase in the percentage 
of commission they receive. They were 
told that the Council of Ministers will 
announce a decision to this effect before 
the end of this month. 

The owners and distributors have 
expressed their dissatisfaction with the 
commission they are paid stressing that the 
return is very low for their investments {AJ 
Ra’i). 
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The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates Prices as at 3/12/9719:45 




mm 

Sf s 

mm 

Mzn 


■ fTL 


W71TM 

US Dollar 

. 


0.6938 

1X270 

128.62 

1X176 

1733.10 

1.9926 

5.9165 

DEMark 

0.5655 

- 

0.3355 

0.8071 

72.72 

0.8014 

979.93 

1.1269 

3.3464 

GB Sterling 

1.6840 

2.9788 

- 

2.4030 

216.68 

2.3872 

2916.81 

3.3535 


CH Franc 

0.7008 

123.82 

0.4156 

- 

90.11 


1213.66 

139.54 


JP Yen 

0.0078 

1.3737 

0X611 

1.1086 

- 


13X8 

154.80 

4.5964 

GADoDar 

0.7054 

1.2389 

0X197 

1.0007 

1.10 

- 

1213.86 

1.3963 

4.1460 

IT Lira 

0.0006 

1.0189 

0.3422 

0.0822 

1350.07 

0.8174 

- 

11X8 

3.4115 

: NLGufWer - 

0.5019 

■ 88.71 

0.2977 

- 71.64 

- 64.52 

0.7112 

869.78 

... - 

2J3S82 

FR Franc 

0.1630 

Q.2987 

0.1003 

24.1068 

21.72 

0.2395 

33.67 

33.6700 




Middle Eastern Currencies 



1 

m&iX 


SE2H 

IE£B 

T*AT- 


AED 

■ LBP 

EGP . 

US Dollar 


0.7080 

3.7505 

0.3770 

3.6410 

0.3044 

3.6729 

1524.00 

3X045 

Jordan Dinar 

1.4124 

- 

R2973 

0.5325 

5.1427 


5.1877 

2152.54 

4.8086 

Saudi Riyal 

0.2666 

0.1888 

- 

0.1005 

0.97 


0.98 

406.35 

0.9077 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 

1.8780 

9.9483 

- 

9.6G 

0.8073 

9.74 

4042X4 

9.0305 

Qatar Dinar 

0.2746 

0.1945 

1.0301 

1.0301 

- 

0.0836 

1.01 

418.57 

0.9350 

Kuwait Dinar 

3.2857 

2.3263 

12.3230 

1.2387 

11.96 

- 

12.07 

5007.39 

0.9350 

Emirates Dinar 

0.2723 

0.1928 

1.0211 

0.1026 

0.9913 

0.0829 

- 

414.93 

0.9269 

Lebanese/1000 

0.66 

0.4646 

2X610 

0.2474 

2.3891 

0.1997 

2X100 

- 

2L2339 

Egyptian 

0.2937 

0.2080 

1,1016 

0.1107 

1.0695 

0.0894 

1.0788 

447.64 

- 

Energy 












UR 


mm 



E3 

SPY 



18.37 


SA Riyal 

0.2666 

0X717 

0.15833 

0.38075 

34.3206 

H 

18.76 

18.64 


A£ Dirham 

0.2723 

0X817 

0.16168 

0.38879 

35.0459 

Bonny 

18.17 

18.37 


KW Dinar . 

3.2857 
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Fr.fi Is 

NewYork 

DOW JONES 

8000.68 

-18.15 

-0.23 

8034.99 

7987.99 

8018.83 

Newyoric 

S&P500 

870.60 

-1.02 

-0.1 

973.83 

968.72 

971.68 

London 

FT-SE 100 

4970.7 

-6.9 

-0.14 

4988.1 

4951.1 

4977.6 

Tokyo 

NfKKIE 225 

16585.51 

-324.78 

-1.92 

16860.7 

16582-6 

16910.3 

Paris 

CAC40 

2902.35 

-10.74 

■0.37 

2921.78 

2892-86 

2913.09 

Frankfurt 

DAX 

4082-89 

9.93 

0.24 

4087.94 

4055.5 

4072.96 


Jordan’s first GDR listin 
seen trading next week 


Seoul receives 
massive bailout under 
agreement with IMF 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korea and the Internationa] 
Monetary Fund (IMF) 
reached agreement 

Wednesday on a massive 
bailout for Seoul, the 
finance ministry said, as 
reports put the amount of 
the rescue package at $57 
billion. 

There was no immediate 
announcement that any 
accord had been signed. 
Nor was there any com- 
ment on the ministry state- 
ment from the IMF, whose 
chief Michel Camdessus 
arrived in Seoul earlier in 
the day. 

But the statement said 
thar all disagreements over 
outstanding issues such as 
mergers and acquisitions, 
foreign stockholding limits 
and opening of the bond 
market had been resolved. 

“South Korea acepted 
IMF demands for the quick 
opening of the short-term 
bond market and to allow 
foreigners to join mergers 
and acquisitions of South 
Korean financial institu- 
tions," it said. 

They also agreed to set 


the gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth rate for next 
year at three per cent, and a 
higher rate from 1999. it 
said. 

Finance ministry sources 
said the only thing that 
appeared to be holding up 
the signing was the IMF’s 
insistence on getting writ- 
ten guarantees from the 
three leading candidates in 
the presidential election 
that they would stick to the 
terms if elected. 

Leaks of the terms sent 
stock prices rebounding for 
the first time in weeks, with 
many blue chips closing 
limit-up. 

The terms included the 
raising of the individual 
foreign stock ownership 
limit from the current 26 
per cent to 50 per cent this 
year, and 55 per cent next 
year. 

South Korea agreed to 
pass a financial reform bill 
this year which would 
ensure the independence of 
the central bank and create 
a new financial supervisory 
body, a source said. 


By Suleiman AJ Khalidi 

Reuters 

AMMAN — Jordan’s 
first Global Depository 
Receipt (GDR) offering, 
by Arab Potash Compa- 
ny. is expected to begin 
trading next Monday on 
the London Stock 
Exchange, the issue’s 
local advisor said 
Wednesday. 

“Judging by the feed- 
back received so far 
from the targeted 
investor base, the reac- 
tion to the offering has 
been healthy and in line 
with expectations,” said 
Omar Masri, head of 
Atlas Investment Group 
(A1G). 

Amman-based AIG 
was chosen as local 
advisor to the issue by 
lead manager Nomura 
International. 

The $35-$40 million 
GDR offering was 
launched last Nov. 20 in 
Tokyo, followed by 
roadshows in Australia, 
Europe and the U.S. 

The placing of the 
GDR’s allocations and 
its pricing is expected 


next Friday after the 
U.S. investor roadshow 
which began last Mon- 
day ends, said Mr. Masri. 

Asked about the extent 
of investor demand 
anticipated. Mr. Masri 
said: Raising the target- 
ed amount will not be a 
problem.” 

Nomura went ahead 
with the launch of the 
issue as scheduled 
despite the recent 
upheaval in Asian finan- 
cial markets after a limit- 
ed fallout of the crisis on 
Middle Eastern equities 
markets in contrast to 
hard hit fixed income 
securities, analysts say. 

Investment managers 
in Jordan said the issue 
has so far attracted sub- 
stantial demand front 
top-tier European 

investors in particular 
but the extent of demand 
would only be ascer- 
tained after it is closed. 

“Tlie bulk of demand 
should come from Euro- 
pean-based investors.” 
Mr. Masri said. 

Arab Potash mandated 
Nomura last September 
to set a GDR issue price 


range at a premium to 
the current market price 
of around JD6.5 (59.18) 
per share. 

The success of Jordan's 
first GDR will help 
attract foreign fund buy- 
ing into the Amman 
Financial Market, after a 
landmark decision last 
September to lift a 50 
per cent foreign owner- 
ship ceilings on most 
listed stock, bankers say. 

Analysts say Arab 
Potash, a major world 
producer, has good long- 
term earnings potential. 
They forecast current 
sales of around 5180 
million annually to dou- 
ble after future projects 
to expand its Dead Sea's 
mineral extraction are 
completed by 2000. 

Jordan’s government 
has a 55.4 per cent hold- 
ing while Kuwait, Iraq, 
the Jeddah-based Islamic 
Development Bank and 
other Arab government's 
hold minority stakes in 
the firm. 


Arab Bank 
continues 
to offer its 
advanced 
banking 
services 

THE ARAB BANK con- 
tinues providing advanced 
information technology ser- 
vices for its clients. Alter 
the introduction of new ser- 
vices ■ on its Automated 
Teller Machines ithe num- 
ber of which is now 55 in 
Jordan), the Bank opened 
the machines (ATMs) to 
Visa and Plus cards, in Jor- 
dan and the United .Arab 
Emirates. This move would 
allow 600 million Visa/Plus 
cardholders to use these 
ATMs to withdraw cash 
through the Visa network. 
The Bank also is working 
towards linking other 
branches’ ATMs in Egypt, 
Lebanon, Bahrain, Qatar 
and Yemen. Moreover, the 
Arab Bank ATMs are 
already linked with local 
networks in Cyprus and the 
Gulf (UAE, Qatar and 
Bahrain). The Bank is cur- 
rently expanding its ATM 
network to acquire local 
and international cards, and 
has already started 
installing coloured and 
modem machines at some 
branches, superstores and 
Queen Alia Airport. 

The Bank has issued 
recently Visa Electron cards 
for the UAE customers and 
will issue them shortly in 
Jordan for ATM cardhold- 
ers. This card can be used as 
an ATM card in the country 
of issuance, and for with- 
drawals on 350,000 ATMs 
all over the world. In addi- 
tion. it is used for purchases 
locally and internationally 
at merchants equipped with 
Point of Sale machines, the 
number of which at present 
is one million. The Arab 
Bank Visa Electron card is 
a photocard with a unique 
design and colour. 


GULFINVEST INTERNATIONAL k.s.c. 

PRESS RELEASE 

Jordan Investment Trust PLC — (“Jordinvest”) 

Launch of the Private Placement for a New Investment Banking Institution in 

the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 

The Sponsors, TrustHouse Consultants for Finance & Investment (Dr. Mohammad Said Nabul- 
si), Jordan, and Gulfinvest International KSC, Kuwait, are pleased to announce the launch of the 
private placement for the establishment of Jordan Investment Trust PLC (“Jordinvest") in 
December 1997. The Company will be established in Jordan as a public shareholding investment 
banking company, for which the Sponsors are seeking: to raise JD20 million (USS2S million). It 
will be the most highly capitalised investment banking company in Jordan. The focus of the 
Company will be to attract foreign capital into Jordan and to underwrite, merge, raise equity and 
provide other corporate finance services to Jordanian companies. 

There are eight institutional founding shareholders who have already subscribed to the Compa- 
ny, including the Arab Bank PLC (Jordan), the Arab Finance Corporation (Lebanon), Blakenev 
Management (U.K.). Gulfinvest International KSC (Kuwait). Jordan Kuwait Bank (Jordan), 
Kuwait Investment Projects Company (Kuwait), Lebanon Invest SAL (Lebanon) and the Near 
East Opportunities Fund managed by Martin Currie Investment Management Ltd (U.K.). The 
commitments of the aforementioned total a minimum of US$8 million. Gulfinvest International 
KSC, Kuwait, will subscribe a minimum of 10 per cent of the total paid-in capital of the Com- 
pany. The placing syndicate comprises Gulfinvest International KSC, Kuwait and Lebanon 
Invest SAL. The Arab Bank PLC, Jordan, are the Bankers to the issue. 

The private placement for founding shareholders will begin in December 1997 and end in Janu- 
ary 1998. It is anticipated that up to 75 per cent of the capital will be raised through this private 
placement mostly from outside Jordan. Subsequently, 25 per cent of the capital will be raised 
through a public offering in Jordan. The Sponsors anticipate that the shareholders will be com- 
prised of a select group of Western and Arab institutional, family and private investors who are 
interested in investing in the emerging market of Jordan. The capital may be increased at the dis- 
cretion of the Sponsors. 

Upon incorporation, expected to be in the first quarter of I99S, the Company will seek to list its 
Shares on the Amman Financial Market (AFM). 

For further information, please contact: 

Dr. Mohammad Said Nabulsi 
TrustHouse Consultants 
Anani Centre j 

Nasser Bin Jamel St, 1 

Amman 11191, Jordan 
Tel. & Fax: (9626) 703 240. I 


Mr. Faisal Kudsi, or 
Mr. Omar Fadli, or 
Mr. Laith Waines 
Investment Trust Ltd 
5 Aldford Street 
London WTY 5PS 

Tel: (171) 495 6455 
Fax: (171)495 5053 


Gulfinvest International K.S.C. 
A1 Sharq-AI-Ahmed Aljaber St. 
Abdulla AJ Awadi Towers 
Tower 3, 3rd Floor 
Safat 13063, Kuwait 
Tel: 965 241 9200 
Fax: 965 241 9199 
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Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 07900007 


DAJANI Jewellers. Gems of the world 18-21 & 22 k. Gold. 


STUDIO HflIG 

PTQfesstonatquamyfn 

i hour service 
Develop your cotottr fflm 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 

• Free ortiargmen t 

20 x30cm, 

Stentfsartf - Opposite 

Grintfays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweffieh Tefc 823891 


& 

CFOWJMhCm 

INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING 
POOL 
SAUNA, 

JACUZZI 
& MASSAGE 
FITNESS 
ROOM 
TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

Tel.: 758180 
Radio & TV station RD. 



TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 EXT. 42 


IN JORDAN - EGYPT & BRAZIL 
Amman. Anna Fonim Hotel Shops' 6th Circle:’ 


d a m ida 

■“MERRY CHRISTMAS" 

. * New . . New * New . 
Makawir line 
on display at the 
Bani Ham i da House 

‘ Rugs ' Cushions 
* Wallhangtngs 
Attractive offers 
Location: Jabal Amman. 
1st Circle, Rainbow St. 

Open daily from 8:00 till 6:00 
including Fridays. Si 
official holidays. 

Tel. 658696/7 





Quafty Serviced Suites 

" * TvsBabtom* FtaUy 

E'pnjWrf KftKMCKf * Etih 4s. 

Lm “ BflMHDblt RUO 


Ilf, CijJr 

Td. t-0672 Fai, riNSH 



RIMT 

Apartments 
B & Villas Deluxe 
In Amman 

SANABEL 


Re a 1 Es t ate 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
tw. 864230 - 8651 67 
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Sports 


Brazil fear European afp factfiie of 
World Cup plot 



MARSEILLE (AFP) — An 
upset Brazilian coach Mario 
Zagallo is convinced of a 
European plot to stop Brazil 
winning a record fifth 
World Cup. 

"There is a European con- 
spiracy.” fumed Zagallo as 
he prepared for Thursday's 
draw for the 1998 World 
Cup finals in France. 

The Brazilian is upset 
over FIFA's decision to 
have two European sides in 
either Brazil's or 
Argentina's first-round 
group. 

And he made it clear that 
he is no doubts that the two 
European sides will be 
drawn in Group A with 
Brazil. 

The World Cup in France 
will be the most difficult in 
history. During the finals it 
will be the rest of the world 
against Brazil and it is clear 
they will do anything to 
stop Brazil winning.” said 
Zagallo. 

His worst fear is that 
Brazil will be drawn with 
England, who failed to get 
seeded, Olympic champions 
Nigeria and new commers 
Croatia. 

Such us draw also con- 
cerns English coach Glenn 
Hoddle. 

"What we really don't 
want is Brazil. Croatia and 
Nigeria — we don't want a 
Grc»up of Death situation." 
admitted Hoddle. 

But Hoddle added that he 


would be more than happy 
if England are drawn with 
Brazil. 

“Then we don't have to 
play them again until the 
final.” he said. "If you arc 
going to get turned over it 
would be better to do it in 
the first round when you've 
still got the opportunity of 
going through by finishing 
second.” 

"I am sure other coaches 
won’t be too happy having 
England in their group." he 
added. 

The important seeded 
spots have gone to current 
World Cup holders Brazil, 
hosts France. Germany. 
Italy. Argentina. Spain. 
Romania and Holland and. 
to ensure that none of the 
five African countries quali- 
fied for the finals will be in 
the same group. Thursday’s 
draw will be carried out in 
four stages. 

1 : the eight seeds will be 
drawn to see which group 
they will head. It has 
already been decided that 
Brazil will top Group A and 
France Group C 

2: eight of the nine 
remaining European quali- 
fiers will be drawn. 

3: The five African final- 
ists, South Africa. 
Cameroon. Morocco. 
Nigeria. Tunisia and the 
three CONCACAF coun- 
tries. Jamaica. United States 
and Mexico will be drawn. 

4: The remaining quali- 


fiers. Chile. Colombia. 
Paraguay. Saudi Arabia. 
South Korea. Japan. Iron 
and the remaining European 
team not picked in the sec- 
ond stage of the draw. 

For the first time in World 
Cup history the draw will 
take place in a stadium — 
after a special match pitting 
a European learn against the 
Rest of the World. 

Europe is being coached 
by Franz Beckenbauer and 
the Rest of the World by 
former Brazilian coach 
Carlos Alberto Parreira. 

More than 20.000 young- 
sters have been invited to 
the ceremony by Michael 
Platini, president of the 
French Organising 

Committee. 

“We wanted the World 
Cup to be one for the whole 
world, and in particular for 
young people." explained 
the former French interna- 
tional. 

But organisers are holding 
their breath that the mistral 
winds that have battered 
Marseille all week ease up 
by Thursday night. 

With the winds gusting up 
to 150kph. an emergency 
plan has been put in place if 
the mistral continues. 

Although the Europe vs. 
the Rest of the World match 
will go ahead as planned, 
the draw will be switched 
indoors if the winds prove 
too strong. 


Pele predicts European domination 


PARIS (AFP) — Soccer legend Pele 
believes European teams will again domi- 
nate next year's World Cup finals in France, 
although lie thinks Brazil will win their fifth 
title. 

“I cun see Germany. France. Spain. Italy 
and perhaps England contending the semi- 
final places along with Brazil." said the 
Brazilian who won the first of his three 
World Cups as a 17-vear-old in. 1958 when 
Brazil became the only country to win the 
tournament outside their own continent. 

Seven of the eight quarter-finalists in the 
United States in 1994 were European sides. 

"Neither Germany nor Italy are playing 
well now but you have always got to respect 
them. They always seem to get it right on the 
day." he said. 

"Spain have been right to stick to the same 
basic lineup, bringing in players like Raul, 
who could be the player of 1998. and 
England have made enormous progress 
under Glenn Hoddle. They have at last learnt 
to be patient." said the player who rates the 
late Bobby Moore as the best defender he 
played against. 

He thought Brazil's biggest problem was 
the fact they have only played friendly 
matches — apart from the 1996 Copa 
America — since their triumph in USA 94. 

“And Zagallo still hasn’t decided on his 
defence and midfield." he said of the Brazil 
coach Mario Zagallo who played alongside 
Pele in the 1958 and 1962 World Cups and 
managed Pele's glorious 1970-winning side. 

“At the moment we have some great indi- 


vidual players but we don’t have a team." he 
said. 

Pele believed South Africa and Yugoslavia 
could spring a surprise. 

“I just have the feeling South Africa could 
do a Cameroon" he said, referring to 
Cameroon’s 1990 exploits when Roger 
Milla led them to a marvellous quarter-final 
defeat against England. 

Ihe_man w|io symbolises the romance in 
football regretted the way modem football 
had developed. 

"When I played we tried to work out ways 
to score goals. Now teams spend their time 
working out how to stop goals.” he said. 

He had two proposals to make to the rule 
makers — ban the defensive wall at free- 
kicks and bring in kick-ins for throw -inv 

Pele refused to be drawn into the argument 
over FIFA president Jnjo Have lance refus- 
ing to invite him for Thursday’s draw 

Pele has made it his aim as Sports Minister 
of Brazil to clean out the corrupt inn in 
Brazilian football and denounced Brazilian 
football confederation head Ricardo Tcixeira 
who is Havclunge’.s son-in-law. 

He said he expected to watch the draw on 
television from his hotel room in Marseille. 

But he did hav e one message {« >r FIF \ w ho 
will elect a successor to Ha'.etor.gc here. 

“So far they have proved very successful at 
making money. Now it’s time the> started 
seriously to invest in underprivileged com- 
munities. They have got to pu: the money 
back into the grass routs — the poor chil- 
dren." he said. 



Four-time world boxing champion Oscar de la Hoya iLi of East Los Angeles. 
California, poses with challenger Wilfredo Rivera of Rio Piodras, Puerto Rico at 
a press conference in New York held to promote their December 6 World Boxing 
Council Welterweight Championship fight in Atlantic City (Reuters photo! 


UNITED STATES 


• Population: 25S.300.000 

• A rex 9.364.000 sq km 

• Capital: Washington 

• Federation: linked States Soccer Federation founded in 
1913. 

• Colours: White jersey with blue trim, white shorts, 
j white socks. 

j * World Cup record: 6fh appearance (1930. 34, 50. 90, 
J94. 98 1. 

I Semi-finalists 1930. 

I Copa America record: Semi -finalists 1995. 

• How they qualified: Finished 2nd in CONCACAF 
Zone Final Group. 


Qualifying results: 
Semi-finals 
United States 2 

Guatemala 

0 

United States 

*1 

Trinidad and Tobago 

0 

Trinidad .Tobago 0 

United States 

1 

Costa Rica 

T 

United States 

1 

United Stales 

7 

Costa Rica 

1 

Guatemala 

T 

United Slates 

■j 

Final Group 
Jamaica 

0 

United States 

0 

United Stales 

3 

Canada 

0 

Costa Rica 

3 

United States 

2 

United States 

•y 

Mexico 

2 

El Salvador 

1 

United States 

1 

United Slates 

1 

Costa Rica 

0 

United States 

1 

Jamaica 

I 

Mexico 

0 

United States 

0 

Canada 

0 

United States 

3 

United States 

4 

El Salvador 

y 


• Top goalscorer: 5 - Eric Wynalda 
■ Coach: Sieve Sampson. 

• Fixtures: 

February 1998: CONCACAF Gold Cup including Feb 1 


| USA vs. Cuba. Feb 


i 15 I SA vs. Costa Rica. 


YUGOSLAVIA 


I • Population: 10.394.026 
| • Area: 102.173 sq km 
! • Capital: Belgrade 

• • Federation: FudbaJski Save/ Jugoslavije founded in 
! 1919. 

: • Colours: Blue jersey, white shorts, red socks. 

! • World Cup record: 9th appctintnce ( 1930. 50. 54. 58, 
'62. 74. 82. 
j 90.9S] 

i ■ European Championship record: Finalists I960. 68 
i • How they qualified: Defeated Hungary in play-off hav- 
| ine fini> hed 

! 2nd in European Zone Group 6. 

Qualifying results: 

Faroe Islands 
Malta 
Yugoslavia 
Czech Republic 
Yugoslavia 
Yugoslavia 
Spain 
Slovakia 
Yugoslavia 
Yugoslavia 


Yugoslavia 
Yugoslav ia 
Faroe Islands 
Yugoslavia 
Spain 

C. Republic 
Yugoslavia 
Yugoslavia 
Slovakia 
Malta 
Play -off 
Hungary 
Yueos|j\ ia 


1 


Yugoslavia 

Huticarv 


Top gotilscoici. 1-1 - 1 Yd mg Mijatovrc 

• Coach Slobodan Santrac 

• Fixture- To be announced. 


SOI I’ll AFRICA 


• Population: .V.UHW.OOO 

• Area. 1,223.410 >q km 

■ Capita!: Pretoria 

• Federation: Snmh African Football Association found- 
ed in 1991 

• Colours; Yellow jetsey. green shorts. while socks 

• World Cup record: 1 st appearance ( IWflj 

■ African Nations Cup record: Winner 1996 in only 
appearance 

• How they qualified- Finished 1st in African Zone 
Group 3 


Qualifying results. 
Preliminary round 
Malawi ' 0 

South Africa 3 
Group 3 
S. Alrica 
Zambia 
Ccmco 
D. R. Congo 
South Africa 
South Afrsej 


South Africa 
Malawi 


1 


0 


D. R. Congo ifomi. Zaire) 0 


I 


South Africa 
South Africa 
Smith Alrica 
Zambia 
Congo 

• Top giulscorer; 4 - Phil Masmga 
' Coach. Chvc Barker 

• Fixture-- 

December T _ P»97: South Africa vs. Brazil 
December 12-21. 1997: Confederation Cup in Riyadh i 


including Dee 13 vs. Czech Republic. Dec 15 v United j 


Arab Emirates, Dee 17 vs. Uruguay. 

February 9-28. lyoS: African Nations Cup in Burk i no J 

Faso. ! 


Jordan Times, Thuxsday-Friday, December 4-5, 1997 




Rainer Widmaycr (R) of the third division soccer cluh SbV Ulm 

Balakov (L) of the first division soccer club VFB Stuttgart fight for the 

their German soccer cup match in Ulm. Stuttgart won the match 3-1 < Reuters photo) 


Holders Stuttgart through 
to German Cup quarters 


BONN (AFP) — German Cup holders 
Stuttgart overcame an early scare against 
third division side SSV Ulm Tuesday 
evening to win 3-1 and advance to the quar- 
ter-finals of die German Cup alongside 
Duisburg and second division side FC Carl 
Zeiss Jena. 

Ulm made good use of the snow which 
fell constantly during the game and went 
ahead in the fourth minute after an ama- 
teurish error by keeper Stuttgart keeper 
Franz Wohlfahrt. In the second half, a goal 
down, Stuttgart kept their cool and equal- 
ized when Zvonimir Soldo charged through 
the Ulm defence and shot at goal. 

Jonathon Akpnborie slid in and pushed 
the ball over the line, although it would 
have made it on its own. The lead came 
from the boot of German international Fredi 
Bobie who beat the Ulm keeper in a one- 
on-one duel and was crowned by Krassimir 
Balakow who was brought down in the area 


and converted the resulting penalty himself 
giving Stuttgart the win. 

“ "My only wish now in the next round is 
that we play at home." satisfied Stuttgart 
coach Joachim Loew commented. Duisburg 
wasted many chances against second divi- 
sion side Eintrucht Frankfurt, finally break- 
ing the deadlock through Baehirou Salon in 
the S3rd minute fora 1-0 victory. 

Hannover 96. winners of the German Cup 
in 1 992 but who are now in the third divi- 
sion and shaken by management scandals, 
hosted second division stragglers Jena and 
drew 1-1 after extra time. 

Jena went ahead in the 6mh minute 
through Heiku Weber, but seconds before 
the end of regular time Jurgen Reinhardt 
sent the game into extra-time which saw 
both teams hit the crossbar. A dramatic 
penalty shoot-out saw Jena emerge 5-3 vic- 
tors. 


Extra racing set for Vail 


BEAVER CREEK, 

Colorado (AFP) — 
Frustrated downhillcrs arc 
keen to finally gel their 
first com pet i lit i ve start of 
the World Cup ski season 
Thursday with the first of 
up to four speed evenis at 
Beaver Creek. 

Downhills on Thursday 
and Friday and at least one 
— possibly two — super- 
giant slaloms on Saturday 
are expected to be 
squeezed into the men’s 
programme to conclude a 
three-week trip in North 
America. 

The bulging schedule at 
this site of nexi winter's 
World Championships was 
brought about by a snow- 
and-ramout last weekend at 
ill-siurrcd Whistler 

Mountain in Canada. 

For the second consecu- 
tive year, poor weather in 
British Colombia forced a 
men's downhill series to be 
cancelled. 

In an effort to try and 
maintain the race schedule 
during this Nagano 
Olympic season. 

International Ski 

Federation officials trans- 
ferred both downhills In the 
brand new Birds of Prey 
piste at Beaver Creek, site 
of the 1999 World 
Championships in 

February. 

Because of flights back 
across the Atlantic for next 
week’s traditional 

European opening races at 
Val d'lserc. France. 
Saturday is the last day for 
racing in Colorado. 

The competition cannot 
come a moment itm soon 
for downhillcrs. 

Outside of pte-seuson 
training downhillcrs have 
had no chance to test their 
form due In the complete 
cancellation at Whistler. 
Bui that should not be the 


case at Beaver Creek where 
the new piste awaits its first 
competitive outing. ‘The 
snow is ready and so are 
we." said Vail spokesman 
John Dakin, who is treating 
this week's racing as a run- 
through for the 1999 World 
Championships. “The cuxs 
have been getting in a lot of 
free skiing, hut there's 
plenty of excitement ahout 
finally getting to race." 

With Frenchman Luc 
Aphand — who last season 
became the first pure speed 
specialist to capture rhe 
overall World Cup crown 
— now retired, the chase is 


«»n to annoinl a successor hr 
the downhill discipline, 
which “Lucio" won during 
the previous three seasons. 

In the Frenchman's 
absence. Italy's Kristian 
Ghcdina and Fritz Strobl 
from the always powerful 
Austrian squad, second and 
third in the speciality table 
last season, could easily 
lead the challenge. Team 
officials and organisers arc 
still pondering whether in 
try and squeeze in both 
super-giant slaloms on 
Saturday or possibly shiffc,. 
one to Europe this month#? 
pnv-ibly as Y'aJ d'lsere. 
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Rottweiler stalls transfer 

PERTH. Scotland (AFP) — Swedish strik- 
er Lars Gunnar Karl strand is stalling over 
a move to St Johnstone — because he does 
not want to leave his rottweiler Ted in 
Sweden. Karlstrand had been all set for a 
transfer to the Scottish Premier division 
side before discovering that Britain's strict 
quarantine rules would separate him from 
his beloved pet. Karlstrand said: “l don’t 
want to leave Ted in Sweden — he's very 
precious to me. Hopefully I can get some- 
thing sorted out." Karlstrand is currently 
playing with Swedish premier division 
side Vastra Frolunda. but is out of contract 
from Monday. 

Stewart rejects allegations 

LONDON (AFP) — Jackie Stewart on 
Tuesday hit out at speculation that his For- 
mula One team is in financial trouble. The 
rumours began after motor sport's world 
governing body, FLA. asked Stewart to 
confirm it could meet the financial require- 
ments needed to compete in next season’s 
world championship. That followed the 
team's loss of its five million pound-a-year 
(SS million) sponsorship deal with the 
Malaysian Government because of the 
financial crisis in the Far East. But the for- 
mer world champion, whose saw his Ford- 
powered teammark its debut season last 
year with second place in the Monaco 
Grand Prix, insisted he planned to expand 
for the coming campaign. "Our team has 
available to it financial resources consider- 
ably superior to those of the 1997 season," 
said Stewart. "Stewart- Ford has also one 
of the most enviable group of blue-chip 
companies as sponsors and partners and 
their number will increase in 1998. "We 
are committed to a major investment in 
new premises and we will also be starting 
a test team. “All of these are positive signs 
which make it impossible for us to under- 
stand why the FI A thought it appropriate to 
ask for re-assurances from us.” 

Pele gets royal praise 

LONDON (AFP) — Queen Elizabeth II on 
Tuesday paid tribute to Brazilian football 
legend Pele, but said she would not be 
wishing too much luck on Brazil in the 
1998 World Cup finals. Speaking at a 
Buckingham Palace state banquet in hon- 
our of Brazil’s President Fernando Hen- 
rique Cardoso, the Queen said: "We share, 
too, a passion for sport and look forw ard to 
a visit to London this week from the 
incomparable Pele. "We also look forward 


to next summer when Brazil, England and 
Scotland wall join the other finalists in the 
1998 World Cup in France." She told Pres- 
ident Cardoso, who was beginning a four- 
day state visit to Britain: "You will. I hope, 
understand if I stop short of wishing the 
Brazilian team too much luck in their 
defence of their title as World Champions 
which they won. and which they carry, 
with such distinction.” 

United chase Salas 

MANCHESTER (AFP) — Manchester 
United will have another look at Chilean 
international striker Marcello Salas before 
the end of the month. United scout Martin 
Ferguson, who is the younger brother of 
manager Alex Ferguson, is likely to fly to 
South America to see the 22-year-old play 
for Argentine club side River Plate. River 
Plate have six more games to play before 
their season finishes on December 21. Fer- 
guson junior was the first United represen- 
tative to see the £13 million raced (about 
S21 million) hitman in action for Chile 
against Argentina in the autumn. United's 
assistant manager Brian Kidd then 
watched Salas play before the United man- 
ager checked him out last month. Italian 
first division outfits Parma and Lazio are 
also believed to be tracking Salas. 

Larsson ? s car explodes 

VAEXJOE. Sweden (AFP) — Magnus 
Larsson. who has just won the Davis Cup 
tennis title, found u car he had rented 
blown up in front of his house here, 
according to Swedish television on Tues- \ 
day. The explosive charge was placed 
underneath the vehicle, a Ford, which was 
seriously damaged. "I heard the explosion. 

I went out and saw my car looking really 
dirty.” Larsson told public station TV 2. 
Larsson was part of the Swedish team 
which beat the USA 5-0 in the Davis Cup 
final at Gothenburg at the weekend. 

Valencia president quits 

VALENCIA (AFP) — Valencia president 
Francisco Roig resigned on Tuesday 
because of poor results ihis season. Roig. 
who has been at the helm since March 9 
1994. will be replaced by Pedro Cons Gar- 
cia. who moves up from vice president. 
Valencia are currenLlv in I8ih spot in the 
Spanish championship. 


Bogarde 

joins 

Barcelona 

MILAN (AFP) — AC 
Milan have sold Dutch 
defender Winston Bogarde 
to Barcelona, the Italian 
club announced on Tues- 
day. 

Bogarde. who never 
established himself here 
after joining from Ajax 
Amsterdam just four 
months ago. is believed to 
have moved for around 
tour billion lira ($2.25 mil- 
lion). 

The deal echoes one 
made over the summer 
which saw Milan’s Dutch 
defender Michael Reiziger 
and French striker 
Christophs Dugarry both 
join the Catalan club. 

Of Milan's two remain- 
ing Dutch players, mid- 
fielder Edgar Davids is 
expected to sign for Juven- 
tus later this week after 
securing a golden hand- 
shake. while a replacement 
is actively being sought for 
disappointing striker 
Patrick Kluivert. 


Ullrich at 
Telekom 
till 2001 


BAD NEUENAHR. Ger- 
many (AFP) — Germany's 
Tour de France champion 
Jan Ullrich has extended 
his contract with the 
Deutsche Telekom team by 
three years till 2001. 

Team director Walter 
Godefroot has also negoti- 
ated a new contract till 
2001. 


Ii il 


VACANCY 


Dune to J T. FAX 

represent 696183 

Scots 


GLASGOW (AFP) — 
Rangers striker Gordon 
Durie on Wednesday was 
named as a late replace- 
ment in the European team 
to face the Rest of the 
World in Thursday's gala 
match before the World 
Cup draw in Marseilles. 

Skipper Gary McAULster 
was originally first choice 
but he was ruled out 
because of a knee injury, 
picked up playing for 
Coventry against Leicester 
last Saturday. 

Then Celtic striker Dar- 
ren Jackson was named as 
his replacement by manag- 
er Craig Brown only for 
Parkhead coach Wim 
Jansen to block the move. 

Brown was anxious to 
bring in someone even at 
the 11th hour as he did noi 
want Scotland to be the 
only competing nation in 
the finals not to be repre- 
sented at the match. 

Dune. 33, had a good 
qualifying campaign and 
celebrated his 3Sth 
international appearance 
by scoring in the 2-1 defeat 
by France in a friendly in 
St Etienne last month. 





Wind Ensemble from the Czech Republic 



Sunday. 7 December / 997 - 8.-00 p.m. 

I “A/ Hassan Bin Talal Auditorium. University of Jordan 

Ticket price: JD 7 


The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
In cooperation with the Czech Embassy 
present 


THE WIND ENSEMBLE OF 
THE WORLD FAMOUS 
PRAGUE CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 


Tickets available ac 

- AlahtB-Abela Superstore. reL *88481 

- Alissar Rowers, cel. 5527695 

- Babtche. cel. 661322 

- Caffe MoJa id. 856285 

- Radision SAS Hotel, cel. 607 1 00 

- Safeway, cel. 6853 1 1 

- The Royal Cultural Center, cal. 669026 

- The National Music Conservatory, tel 687620 


£ 

Sfaaiitf 
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THE U.S. EMBASSY in Amman is seeking a 
qualified individual to run Arabic Book Translation 
Programme. Applicants should have B.A. degree 
in appropriate field such as liberal arts, social 
sciences or related fields; excellent English-Arabic 
bilingual language skills, particularly in reading and 
comprehension; and extensive experience in 
translation of academic texts. 

Applicants should have 4-6 years of progressively 
responsible experience in cultural activities or 
university teaching, publishing, book distribution or 
related fields, and broad knowledge of publishing 
scene in Jordan and the Middle East region. 
Applicants should also have spreadsheet and word 
processing skills, and familiarity with budget and 
contractual requirements. 

Only qualified applicants who meet all of the above 
should submit an application (available at Embassy 
gate) to the Personnel Officer prior to December 
18, 1997. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Located at Sweifieh with a garden, Oak kitchen, 
top class brand new furniture, 3 bedrooms (one 
master), 3 bathrooms, living rooms, dining 
rooms, salon. Area 220 sq.m, with central 
heating. 

Call Tel.: 818171 


NBA RESULTS 


Charlotte 

121 

Sacramento 

102 

Washington 

95 

Seattle 

78 

Atlanta 

112 

Dallas 

79 

Houston 

112 

Denver 

101 

Phoenix 

90 

Milwaukee 

86 

San Antonio 

90 

New York 

84 

Orlando 

89 

Portland 

88 


Arab Handball Champions Cup 
opens with 10 teams taking part 

Egypt’s Ahli beat Jordan’s Salt in opening match 


Thursday-Friday schedule of matches 

Jordan’s AI Arabi vs. Qatar’s Al Rayan Dec. 4 

S Arabia’s Al Ahli vs. Egypt's Al Olympi Dec. 4 

Lebanon's Al Sadaqah vs. UAE's Al Ahli Dec. 4 

Kuwait’s Al Qadissieh vs. Egypt’s Al Olympi Dec. 5 

Jordan’s AI Arabi vs. Arabia's Al Ahli Dec. 5 

Egypt’s AI Ahli vs. Qatar’s Qatar Dec. 5 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Under the 
patronage of HRH 

Princess Sumayva. the 
2nd Arab Handball 
Champions Cup kicked 
off Wednesday with ten 
teams taking part in the 
Dec. 3-13 evenL 

Three times Arab 

Handball Champions 
Cup litleholders, Egypt’s 
Al Ahli, crushed Jordan’s 
Al Salt 30-18 (15-7) in 
the opening match of the 
championship at A! Hus- 
sein Sports City’s Sports 
Palace. 

Two teams — Al Salt 
and Al Arabi — are rep- 
resenting Jordan in the 
10-day championship. 
The ten competing teams 
are playing in two 
groups: 

*” Group A : Egypt’s AI 
Ahli, Qatar’s Qatar, 
United Arab Emirates’ Al 
Ahli, Jordan's Al Salt 
and Lebanon’s Al 
Sadaqah. Group B: Jor- 
dan’s Al Arabi. Saudi 
Arabia's Al Ahli. Egypt's 
AI Olympi. Qatar’s Al 


Rayan and Kuwait's Al 
Qadissieh. 

Qatar played UAE’s AI 
Ahli in Wednesday’s late 
match. 

The defeat of Jordan's 
Al Salt against Al Ahli 
was inevitable since- 
many of their players 
were world champi- 
onship finalists. 

Al Ahli scored early on 
although Al Salt seemed 
determined to stand tall 
against their opponents' 
direct and strong shots. 

The two teams tied for 
the first time iu 1 0th 
minute thanks to Al 
Salt's Jihad Qtaishat who 


gave his team a 5-3 lead. 
~ Al Ahli looked con- 
fused against AI Salt's 
resistance and tried to 
organise their passes. 

Al Salt's goalkeeper 
Nael Ghazi deserved to 
be called the star of the 
match for his heroic 
saves against the unstop- 
pable Ahli attacks. 

The Egyptian team 
ended the first half 15-7. 

In the second half. Al 
Salt looked weak and 
their passes inaccurate. 


The match witnessed 
rough play from both 
teams which made (he 
referee suspend players. 

Al Ahli. however, 
regained their confi- 
dence and kept the river 
of goals flowing to end 
the match 30- IS. 

Throughout the 

upcoming week, hand- 
ball fans” will have the 
chance to see the best of 
the Arab World's hand- 
ball teams competing for 
the title. 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 


A BEAUTIFUL APARTMENT FOR RENT 


Area: 220 sq.m. First floor apartment of only a two- 
floor family building. Luxuriously furnished and beauti- 
fully decorated. Equipped with: TV set. video, tele- 
phone, fridge and deep freezer. 

Consisting of large salon, dining room, separate two 
large bedrooms with a bathroom, fully equipped 
kitchen, guest's bathroom & laundry room. Surround- 
ed by balconies overlooking a large and beautiful pri- 
vate garden. Located in the area where many 
embassies and. other diplomatic missions are found, 
which makes ideal for a diplomatic or a fine family. 
Multi car park available. 


If interested please call: 5932509 


Located between 4th & 5th Circles. Consists of 3 
bedrooms, 2 living rooms, 2 bathrooms, kitchen, 2 
verandas, telephone, TV, video player, wash machine, 
parking and many man extras. 

For more details please call owner at 687284 


20 % 


ON ALL 


TOYS 

Wadi Saqra BookShop j 

Open Daily Until 10:30 
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Jordan, Iran seek to improve ties after years of estrangement 

By Alia A. Tonkan Speaker Zeid Rifai and the was backing Baghdad in its containment’' (of Iraq and apparatus that improving the Syrian and Lebanese analysts say. 

Special to the Jordan Times ministers of religious, trade war with Tehran. However, Iran). Jordanian-Iranian ties peace tracks, then Hizbollah This, however, does 


By Alia A. Tonkan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Despite a 
recent growing rapproche- 
ment between Jordan and 
Iran, bilateral political ties 
are likely to remain cool 
because of differences over 
Middle East peace and 
other strategic regional 
issues, Jordanian officials 
and analysts say. 

Though trade, cultural, 
and religious links have 
received a strong boost over 
the last years, the mistrust 
that has clouded ties since 
the 1979 Islamic revolution 
and the subsequent Iran- 
Iraq war. is likely to contin- 
ue for a while. 

“If there is an intention to 
improve relations, this will 
predominantly be on the 
trade level,” an Iranian spe- 
cialist told the Jordan 
Times, “but political con- 
tacts will remain cautious." 

Despite widespread 
media speculation that His 
Majesty King Hussein was 
to head Jordan’s team to the 
Dec. 9-11 Islamic summit 
in Tehran, the government 
announced on Tuesday that 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan will lead the 
delegation. It will be the 
first such high-level visit to 
Iran since the revolution 
that toppled Shah Reza 
Pahlavi, once Jordan's 
avowed ally. 

The make-up of the team 
— Prime Minister Abdul- 
Salam Majali, Senate 


Speaker Zeid Rifai and the 
ministers of religious, trade 
and foreign affairs — 
reflects Jordan's desire to 
boost economic and reli- 
gious links and to gradually 
improve political links. 

However, another 

Jordanian political source 
cautioned against reading 
too much into the Crown 
Prince’s visit. “First and 
foremost, he is going to Iran 
to attend the Islamic confer- 
ence. And true there is a 
political gesture that is 
being sent to the Iranians, 
but this is secondary,” he 
maintains. 

Jordanian-Iranian ties 
have been marred by nearly 
20 years of deep mutual 
mistrust because of oppos- 
ing political positions on 
major regional issues: the 
1980- 1988 Iraq-Iran war, 
Arab-lsraeli peace and the 
row between Iran and the 
United Arab Emirates 
fUAE) over three disputed 
Gulf islands. Arab states 
have long urged Tehran to 
end its occupation of these 
islands. 

Iran has also been angered 
by Amman's tacit agree- 
ment to allow the anti-Iran 
Mujahedeen Khalq group to 
have a presence in Jordan 
and maintain media con- 
tacts. Official sources say 
activity by the Mujahedeen 
in the Kingdom remains 
unofficial. 

Jordan and Iran suspend- 
ed political ties in 1980 
after Amman announced it 


was backing Baghdad in its 
war with Tehran. However, 
Iran had an “interest’s sec- 
tion" working under the 
Pakistani flag throughout 
the official suspension of 
relations. 

Despite the resumption of 
ties in 1991. political rela- 
tions remained tense and 
contacts have been kept to a 

minim um. 

The appointment of Mr. 
Ahmed Desramalichian, 
Iran’s first ambassador to 
Jordan after both countries 
resumed ties, raised eye- 
brows because of his report- 
ed role in helping set up the 
pro-Iranian Muslim 

Hizbollah Party in Lebanon 
while he served at his coun- 
try's mission there in the 
early 1980s. 

Tension re-surfaced after 
Jordan signed its peace 
treaty with Israel in 1994 
and climaxed a year later 
when both capitals entered 
a diplomatic tug-of-war and 
expelled diplomats claim- 
ing they were engaged in 
“undiplomatic activities." 

But many Iranian 
observers in the Kingdom 
claim that the Palace has 
been careful to maintain 
some form of contact with 
Iran despite tough anti- 
Iranian stands by successive 
governments. 

And Prince Hassan has on 
many occasions gone out of 
his way to stress the need to 
accept Iran as a regional 
player and to criticise the 
American policy of “dual 


containment’’ (of Iraq and 
Iran). 

The descent of Jordan’s 
Royal Family from the 
Prophet Mohammed, and 
the Crown Prince’s interest 
in promoting Muslim issues 
have helped win the regime 
a soft spot in Iranian strate- 
gic thinking. This, analysts 
say, was evident in Tehran’s 
decision not to cut relations 
with Amman after Jordan 
signed the treaty with Israel. 

Officials and analysts 
agree that Iran has. been . ini- 
tiating gestures to warm 
relations with Jordan since 
1991. but Amman has so far 
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remained cautious. 

They say the end of the 
Iran-Iraq war in 1988. Iran’s 
political isolation in the 
region, Arab backing of the 
five-year-old Middle East 
peace process, and the May 
victory of Iranian President 
Mohammed Khatami were 
factors that prompted Iran 
to re-think its policies 
towards the Arab states, 
including Jordan. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
cabled Mr. Khatami after 
his landslide victory refer- 
ring to him as “our cousin" 
and wishing him success. 

On Jordan's pan, there 
has been a gradual realisa- 
tion over the past three 
years among some seg- 
ments of the Jordanian 
bureaucracy and security’ 


apparatus that improving 
Jordanian-Iranian ties 
would also be in Jordan’s 
strategic interest, especially 
on the trade level, one 
source says. However, oth- 
ers disagree and say even if 
there has been a change of 
heart, it has not been more 
than skin deep. 

Some analysts say two 
factors continue to limit 
improvement in ties with 
Iran — its perceived back- 
ing of terrorist activities, 
albeit indirectly, aimed at 
destabilising Jordan — a 
charge persistently denied 
by Tehran — and its strong 
opposition to Arab-lsraeli 
peace. 

“Until there is a convic- 
tion among officials and the 
security establishment that 
Iran has stopped attempts to 
meddle in Arab states’ inter- 
nal affairs and to wreck the 
peace process by backing 
terrorism in the region, rela- 
tions will remain cool." says 
a source. 

Other analysts have 
rejected such assumptions 
saying Iran is not interested 
in harming Jordan. “Iran 
has no interest in destabilis- 
ing Jordan, and is fully 
aware of the regime's legiti- 
macy in the eyes of its peo- 
ple," maintains one source. 

However, Others m aintain 
that on the regional level. 
Iran continues to have a 
strong interest in seeing the 
peace process falter. 

“If the process resumes 
and there is movement on 


the Syrian and Lebanese 
peace tracks, then Hizbollah 
would eventually have to be 
disbanded, and Iran would 
be stripped of any oversized 
role in the Middle East.” 

However, the question 
remains: how can Iran and 
Jordan reconcile attempts at 
moving closer politically 
while maintaining opposing 
stands on the peace 
process? 

Some say Jordan cannot 
make major strides towards 
Iran in the absence of col- 
lective Arab and interna- 
tional efforts to open up to 
Tehran. 

Analysts say Jordan will 
continue to find itself in a 
tough position trying to jug- 
gle priorities now that it has 
gone out on a limb to 
cement its fragile peace 
treaty with Israel and move 
peace on other Arab tracks. 
It also enjoys close links 
with the United States, 
Iran’s key Western foe. 

But analysts agree that 
Iran has showed great flexi- 
bility towards Jordan. It 
made an exception by keep- 
ing its envoy in Jordan after 
Amman signed the treaty, 
though it recalled its ambas- 
sador to Egypt after Cairo 
made peace with Israel in 
1979. 

And while it has used the 
harshest of words to con- 
demn Israeli -Palestinian 

peace deals, it has shown 
greater tolerance to Jordan's 
peace deal, although occa- 
sionally criticising it the 


analysts say. 

This, however, does not 
signal Iranian acceptance of 
Jordan’s policy of normalis- 
ing ties with Israel, officials 
and analysts say. 

“Statements bv Iranian 
sources indicate that there is 
greater pragmatism on 
behalf of Tehran, and a 
growing awareness of 
Jordan’s vulnerable geo- 
political position in the 
region.” one politician 
maintains. 

“Jordan is a small country, 
with a small population and 
has a small military." he 
says. “It has the longest bor- 
der with Israel and has its 
own national security poli- 
cies and interests to pursue. 
These are all considerations 
that have recently come into 
play in Iranian thinking in 
relation to the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty.” contin- 
ues the source. 

Some analysts say Mr. 
Destamalichian, the former 
ambassador to Jordan, also 
played an instrumental role 
in explaining Jordan’s 
predicament to his govern- 
ment after it signed the con- 
troversial treaty. 

But most analysts agree 
there is a golden opportuni- 
ty for Jordanian-Iranian 
links to improve. “In Iran, 
the people are moving away 
from the idea of a perma- 
nent Islamic revolution... 
The election of Khatami 
was a clear indication of 
that.” 


U.S. rejects floated Israeli proposal 
for West Bank troop withdrawal 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

THE STATE Department 
rejected Wednesday Israeli 
proposals for a partial with- 
drawal from the West Bank as 
outlined in the media but said 
Palestinian demands were 
also unrealistic. 

“Some of the floated num- 
bers in the media out of Israel 
were obviously too low and 
similarly some of the floated 
numbers out of the Palestinian 
sides were obviously unrealis- 
tically high" State 
Department spokesman James 
Rubin said. 

The Israeli media said two 
main proposals were being 
studied by Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and his 
aides concerning both the 
planned redeployment and 
Israel’s ideas for a final status 
agreement concerning 
Palestinian autonomy in the 
West Bank. 

Leaks of the various propos- 
als. given wide coverage in the 
Israeli press, showed that Mr. 
Netanyahu was prepared to 
yield less than 10 per cent of 
the West Bank, far below the 
60 per cent the Palestinians 
say they should receive under 
U.S .-barked interim peace 
accords. 

Mr. Netanyahu met with his 
top ministers Wednesday to 
thrash out details of a limited 
withdrawal from more of the 
West Bank which he hopes to 
sell to world leaders later in 
the week. 

Mr. Netanyahu was slated to 
depart Thursday for Europe 
for talks with U.S. Secretory 
of Stare Madeleine Albright 
and French and German lead- 
ers in an effort to “market” the 
peace initiative and get the 
international community to 
pressure the Palestinians to 
accept it 

In deciding the scope of the 
withdrawal, the ministers 
were also expected to work 
out the government’s position 
on the size of the Palestinian 
entity to be decided in final 
status talks, officials said. 

Mr. Netanyahu on Sunday 
obtained broad support in his 


right-wing cabinet for the 
principle of a further West 
Bank withdrawal because 
ministers were given no 
details concerning the scope 
and timing of the pullback and 
the offer was linked to a series 
of tough demands on the 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Netanyahu brought 
together on Wednesday his 
hawkish National 

Infrastructure Minister Ariel 
Sharon and the more moder- 
ate Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai and Foreign 
Minister David Levy to ham- 
mer out details of the pullback 
and discuss outlines for a final 
peace settlement with the 
Palestinians. 

Abundant press reports on 
the proposals to be presented 
showed them all granting the 
Palestinians less than 50 per 
cent of the West Bank as part 
of a final settlement — posi- 
tions seen as patently unac- 
ceptable to the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). 

Army Radio said Mr. 
Mordechai’s plan for the one- 
time troop pullback to be 
offered at the outset of the 
final status talks would grant 
Palestinians control of an 
additional eight percent of the 
West Bank, creating blocks of 
self-rule around the cities of 
Jenin, Nablus and Hebron. 

The radio said the defence 
minister's proposal would not 
link up the various 
Palestinian -con trolled 
enclaves in the West Bank, 70 
per cent of which is still under 
full Israeli control. 

Mr. Sharon supports allow- 
ing the Palestinians control 
over more continuous territory 
on condition they accept a 
smaller withdrawal at this 
stage, the radio said. 

The Palestinians now have 
exclusive control over main 
West Bank towns and cities 
comprising 3 per cent of the 
territory. They have civilian 
authority over another 24 per 
cent where Israel’s army 
retains security control. 

Mr. Netanyahu is slated to 
present a final proposal on the 
scope and timetable of the 
pullout to the cabinet on 


Sunday, but a final decision is 
not expected until later in the 
month. 

In an effort to counter out- 
spoken Palestinian opposition 
to the limited withdrawals. 
Mr. Netanyahu spoke this 
week with Ms. A1 bright and 
British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair, telling the British pre- 
mier it was “important that 
Europe maintain a positive 
approach" to the peace 
process. 

He will travel to Germany 
Thursday to meet with 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl and 
is to meet Ms. Albright in 
Paris on Friday and French 
President Jacques Chirac on 
Saturday. 

Washington has demanded a 
“significant and credible" 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
West Bank. 

International opinion is cur- 
rently focused against Israel 
for the faltering peace process 


deadlocked largely over 
Israeli settlement policies and 
failures to implement interim 
peace accords. 

Under the interim accords 
backed by the United States. 
Israel is required to cany out 
three successive withdrawals 
by mid- 1998 but is already 
late on the first two. 

Mr. Netanyahu has pro- 
posed combining the first and 
second pullback on condition 
the Palestinians renounce the 
third withdrawal and enter 
into accelerated negotiations 
on a final peace settlemenL 

The proposal also requires 
that before the withdrawal the 
Palestinians crack down on 
Islamists responsible for 
bombings in Israel and extra- 
dite Palestinians wanted for 
killing Israelis. 

The Palestinians have so far 
stood by their demand Israel 
cany out all three troop with- 
drawals. 


If pushed, Netanyahu opts 
for Jerusalem over peace 
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BONN (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has given a 
clear signal that he would 
ditch the peace process 
rather than abandon sover- 
eignty over Jerusalem, the 
German weekly publica- 
tion Die Zeit reported. 

In an interview with Die 
Zeit, to be published 
Thursday, Mr. Netanyahu 
confirmed that he did not 
intend giving way on the 
sovereignty of Arab east 
Jerusalem, occupied by 
Israel in 1967 and which 
the Palestinians claim is 
their capital. 

“There are red lines 
which we cannot cross.” 
Mr. Netanyahu told Die 
Zeit, adding that “this is 
not about east Jerusalem 
but about a unified 
Jerusalem.” 

“Jerusalem will remain 
unified in Israel and the 
religious freedom allowed 
Islam and Christianity — 
which has always been 
preserved in Israel — will 
be formalised,” he contin- 
ued. 

Mr. Netanyahu rein- 
forced his firm stance on 
the city in an anecdote 
about a member of his 
government who said at a 
meeting with Palestinian 
officials: “If you ask me to 
choose between Jerusalem 
and peace, I would choose 
Jerusalem." 

In the interview, the 
Israeli prime minister, who 
is to meet German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl 


Thursday, defended his 
view that the peace process 
should be boosted. 

“Given the point we are 
currently at, it is easier to 
reach a global solution 
rather than inching slowly 
towards an interim solu- 
tion,” Mr. Netanyahu said. 

Mr. Neranyahu signalled 
that the next two troop 
withdrawals could be car- 
ried out at once, “if the 
Palestinians demonstrate 
over the next five months 
that they respect their com- 
mitments to peace." 

But he said intermediate 
steps could still be made 
towards negotiating “once 
and for all" a final peace 
agreement. 

Mr. Netanyahu met with 
lop ministers Wednesday 
to finalise a limited with- 
drawal from more of the 
West Bank, a plan which 
he hopes to “sell” to U.S. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and 
French and German lead- 
ers when he meets them 
for talks in Europe begin- 
ning Thursday. 

The Israeli premier 
hopes to persuade Mr. 
Kohl to influence U.S. 
President Bill Clinton, 
who refused to meet Mr. 
Netanyahu during his 
recent visit to the U.S.He 
will travel to Germany 
Thursday to meet with 
Chancellor Kohl and is to 
meet Ms. Albright in Paris 
on Friday and French 
President Jacques Chirac 
on Saturday. 


Iraq threatens to suspend oil exports 
unless U.N. approves distribution plan 


UNITED NATIONS tAFP) 
— Iraq stepped up pressure 
on the LIN. Security 
Council Tuesday as 
Baghdad's ambassador 
threatened to suspend oil 
exports allowed under a 
humanitarian deal. 

The Iraqi threat to stop oil 
exports at the end of the 
week came as the 1 5 -mem- 
ber Security Council pre- 
pared to renew the year-old 
oil-for-food arrangement. Its 
current second round 

expires Friday. 

“We think that Iraq could 
not staff exporting its oil 
before the approval of the 
[U.N.J secretary general of 
the distribution plan," Iraqi 
Ambassador Nizar 

Hamdoon told reporters in 
New York. 

Mr. Hamdoon hinted that 
Iraq’s decision on suspend- 
ing the oil sales for a second 
time depended on the out- 
come of the Security 
Council discussions. 

“The distribution plan will 
be discussed and finalised 
based on what the Security 
Council comes up with," he 
said. 

Iraq suspended its oil 
exports under the oil-for- 
food scheme from June 17 
to Aug. 14 to protest delays 
in the arrival of humanitari- 
an supplies for the sanc- 
tions-hit Iraqi people. 

Baghdad blames 

Washington and London, the 
hardliners in the U.N. 
Security Council, for delays 
by the U.N. Sanctions 
Committee in expediting the 
approval of humanitarian 
contracts. 

Under the oil-for-food 
deal, Iraq is allowed to 
export $2 billion worth of oil 
every six months in return 
for food and medical sup- 


plies. 

The top U.N. official 
responsible for the oil-for- 
food programme, Benon 
Sevan, said Tuesday Iraq 
objected to its obligation to 
provide the oil in a six- 
month period while “there 
doesn’t seem to be an oblig- 
ation to others” to comply 
on time. 

He acknowledged that 
almost 80 contracts from the 
first six-month period were 
still awaiting approval from 
the Sanctions Committee 
which groups all the 
Security Council members. 

But he insisted that “it 
would be wrong to put all 
the blame on 661 [sanctions] 
committee. It’s very easy to 
blame others.” 

Mr. Sevan also said that 
the distribution plan was not 
yet ready “because there 
were a number of conditions 
put by the government of 
Iraq among others.” 

“So I think that in the com- 
ing few weeks we will have 
some difficult times in try- 
ing to expedite matters,” Mr. 
Sevan said. 

The Security Council is to 
vote Thursday on a draft res- 
olution providing for the 
arrangement's extension at 
current levels, while 
expressing readiness to 
increase the allocations at a 
later stage. 

Mr. Sevan stressed that 
there was no connection 
between the crisis involving 
U.N. arms inspectors of the 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM), and the oil-for- 
food deal. 

"There is one thing which 
is clear, the distinction 
everybody’s made between 
UNSCOM operations and 
this programme," he said. 

However, Western diplo- 


mats have acknowledged 
that because of the crisis 
over the weapons inspec- 
tions, there would have been 
a problem in agreeing to 
increase the oil-for-food 
deal at a time when Iraq is 
still blocking the U.N. 
inspectors. 

The llnited States in par- 
ticular, which informally 
raised the possibility of 
increasing the oil-for-food 
deal to S3 billion, does noL 
wish to show any sign of 
concession to Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein ai this 
time. 

U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan in a report to the 
Security Council released on 
Monday called for the oil- 
for-food deal to be 
increased, expressing con- 
cern about malnutrition 
among Iraqi children suffer- 
ing from the seven-year-old 
sanctions. 

But he did not make spe- 
cific recommendations, after 
removing a reference to the 
three-billion figure in an ear- 
lier draft. 

His Baghdad representa- 
tive Denis Holliday wrote a 
letter saying “it is time to put 
a stop to the political inter- 
ference in this humanitarian 
assistance programme." 

Also Tuesday, the Security 
Council agreed on a U.S.- 
Russian draft statement call- 
ing for “unimpeded access" 
for U.N. weapons inspectors 
in Iraq. The draft is to be 
adopted on Wednesday. 

U.N. spokesman Fred 
Eckhard said that UNSCOM 
Chairman Richard Butler 
would head for Baghdad at 
the weekend to discuss 
arrangements after Russia 
defused a three-week crisis 
with Iraq over the U.N. 
inspections. 



SANTA'S HIGH KICK: Santa does a hi^h kick flanked by the Radio City 
Rockettes as they perform in the ice skating rink at New York's Rockefeller 
Plaza shortly before the 26,000 lights decorating the Rockefeller Center 
Christmas tree were switched on Tuesday night The 74-foot Norway 
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Jordan gives away 
free Christinas trees 

AMMAN (AFP) — Jordan 
has announced it will give 
away free Christmas trees to 
people wanting to celebrate 
the festive season, the Arabic 
daily Al Aswaq reported 
Wednesday. "The 

Department [of Forestiy] 
wifi distribute Christmas 
trees... some of them for free 
and potted trees at a nominal 
charge." said MusaAl Abadi, 
from the Ministry of 
Agriculture. He also called 
on Jordanians not to cut 
down trees themselves, 
reminding them that unau- 
thorised felling is an offence 
punishable by large fines. 
Jordan has a small minority 
Christian population but 
Christmas is being celebrat- 
ed by a growing number of 
Jordanians of all creeds. 

69-year-old lord 
marries Filipina 
cleaner 

LONDON (AFP) — A 69- 
year-old English lord has 
married his Filipina cleaning 
lady and is about to become 
a father again, according to 
The Sun. Alma Pasqual, bora 
into a penniless family in a 
run-down village near 
Manila, is now officially the 
new Lady Southampton and 
expecting their child. The 
peer, who has two children 
in their 40s. told the paper: 
“Alma has given me a new 
lease of life.” But he added 
that he hoped she would take 
responsibility for nappv- 
changing and late-night 
feeds as he felt “a bit out of 
practice." 

Vietnamese 
ditch Tamagotchi 
in favour of the 
real thing 

HANOI fRj — Asia's craze 
for Japanese virtual pets, 
known as Tamagotchi, has 
taken a new twist in Vietnam 
where schoolchildren are 
ditching high technology 
and high costs in favour of 
the real thing. A Ho Chi 
Minh City newspaper report- 
ed on Wednesday booming 
sales to children of tiny 
newly hatched birds, which 
it said were disrupting class- 
es in the southern city. Just 
like the hand-held Japanese 
computer game, the pet 
grows and tweets when it 
needs attention or food — 
and dies if neglected. Novel 
concept. The tiny birds cost 
around 25 cents each. The 
local price of the electronic 
alternative is around $30. 

Britain’s Formula 
One racing driver 
Damon Hill admits 
drink driving 

LONDON t AFP; — Former 
Formula One motor raring 
world champion Damon Hill 
admitted he has driven while 
drunk at the launch of a 
police drive to cut drink-dri- 
ving at Christmas in London. 
Several reports detailed 
Wednesday how Hill said at 
a press conference: “I have 
done it and everyone does it. 
and we all know it’s wrong 
to do it." He said it was “by 
the grace of God" that he had 
not had an accident. Britain’s 
police officers want to 
reduce the country's drink 
driving I i mil by a third to fall 
into line with other countries 
in Europe, and their cam- 
paign urges drivers not to 
drink at all. 

Liz Hurley 
wins libel case 

LONDON (AFP) — Actress ■ ‘ 
Liz Hurley won substantial ''■* 
damages Wednesday from 
the Mirror tabloid daily over ;* 
an article last year claiming 
that she was available to any ■S 
man for $19,200. Lawyers 
for the paper apologised "5 
unreservedly in the High H 
Court here over the allega- 
tion. which they said they i 
accepted ro be untrue. The i 
article finished off with a \ 
lewd comparison between % 
her and prostitute Divine | 
Brown, caught in a compro- | 
mising position with 
Hurley’s actor boyfriend 
Hugh Grant Iasi year. 



